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In October 1641 arebellion broke out in Ireland. Dispossessed Irish Catholics
rose up against British Protestant settlers whom they held responsible for their
plight. This uprising, the first significant sectarian rebellion in Irish history, gave
rise to a decade of war that would culminate in the brutal re-conquest of Ireland
by Oliver Cromwell. It also set in motion one of the most enduring and
acrimonious debates in Irish history.

Was the 1641 rebellion ajustified response to dispossession and repression?
Or was it an unprovoked attempt at sectarian genocide? John Gibney
comprehensively examines three centuries of this debate. The struggle to
establish and interpret the facts of the past was also a struggle over the present: if
Protestants had been slaughtered by vicious Catholics, this provided an ideal
justification for maintaining Protestant privilege. If, on the other hand, Protestant
propaganda had inflated a few deaths into avast and brutal “massacre,” this
justification was groundless.

Gibney shows how poaliticians, historians, and polemicists have represented
(and misrepresented) 1641 over the centuries, making a sectarian understanding
of Irish history the dominant paradigm in the consciousness of the Irish
Protestant and Catholic communities alike.
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In October 1641 arebellion broke out in Ireland. Dispossessed Irish Catholics rose up against British
Protestant settlers whom they held responsible for their plight. This uprising, the first significant sectarian
rebellion in Irish history, gave rise to a decade of war that would culminate in the brutal re-conquest of
Ireland by Oliver Cromwell. It also set in motion one of the most enduring and acrimonious debatesin Irish
history.

Was the 1641 rebellion ajustified response to dispossession and repression? Or was it an unprovoked
attempt at sectarian genocide? John Gibney comprehensively examines three centuries of this debate. The
struggle to establish and interpret the facts of the past was also a struggle over the present: if Protestants had
been slaughtered by vicious Catholics, this provided an ideal justification for maintaining Protestant
privilege. If, on the other hand, Protestant propaganda had inflated a few deaths into a vast and brutal
“massacre,” thisjustification was groundless.

Gibney shows how poaliticians, historians, and polemicists have represented (and misrepresented) 1641
over the centuries, making a sectarian understanding of Irish history the dominant paradigm in the
consciousness of the Irish Protestant and Catholic communities alike.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Gibney provides exactly the over-arching examination of the *history wars' that we have been waiting for
and, in the context of the Northern Ireland Peace Process and the recent mass digitization of the 1641 loyalist
depositions, it is exceptionally timely.”—David Dickson, Trinity College Dublin

“Thisisthe best account to date of how continuing English-language disputations concerning the nature of
the insurrection that occurred in Ireland in 1641 influenced present politics for three centuries, in three
countries and in two continents. Scholarsin the U.S. will benefit especially from John Gibney's discussion of
how the subject was re-opened in a new environment by Matthew Carey, who was responding in part to the
inclusion of the extreme Protestant interpretation of the subject in the Amerian editions of Foxe' s Book of
Martyrs’—Nicholas Canny, National University of Ireland, Galway

“Gibney’swork is deeply researched, well documented, and extremely well written. 1t will be avaluable
resource for lay readers, scholars, and students. Highly recommended.”—Library Journal, STARRED
REVIEW

About the Author

John Gibney earned his doctorate in history at Trinity College Dublin and is author of Ireland and the Popish
Plot. A guide for the popular Historical Walking Tours of Dublin offered by Historical Insights Ireland, heis
afrequent contributor to History Ireland magazine and scholarly journas. He has been aresearch fellow at
the University of Notre Dame and the National University of Ireland, Galway.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michelle Carlson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become alife style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The The Shadow of aYear: The 1641 Rebellionin
Irish History and Memory (History of Ireland & the Irish Diaspora) is kind of e-book whichis giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

AndreaToliver:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with



everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Shadow of aYear: The 1641 Rebellion in Irish
History and Memory (History of Ireland & the Irish Diaspora) as your daily resource information.

William Wright:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option
tofill your free of chargetime/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that
you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Shadow of aYear: The
1641 Rebellion in Irish History and Memory (History of Ireland & the Irish Diaspora) can be fine book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jeffrey Ramsey:

Y ou can find this The Shadow of a'Year: The 1641 Rebellion in Irish History and Memory (History of
Ireland & the Irish Diaspora) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly
to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not
only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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