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P.I. Elvis Cole’s relationship with attorney Lucy Chenier is strained. Then the
unthinkable happens. While Lucy is away on business and her ten-year-old son
Ben is staying with Elvis, the boy vanishes without a trace. When the kidnappers
call, it’s not for ransom, but for a promise to punish Cole for past sins he claims
he didn’t commit. With the LAPD wrestling over the case, and the boy’s
estranged father attempting to take control of the investigation, Cole vows to find
Ben first. But Cole’s partner, Joe Pike, knows more about this case than he has
said. Pike lives in a world where dangerous men commit crimes beyond all
reckoning. Now, one of those men is alive and well in L.A.—and calling Elvis
Cole to war. . . .
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Don't start reading The Last Detective with much on your calendar. This tense, satisfying thriller will glue
you to your chair, as private eye Elvis Cole--the star of eight previous Robert Crais novels, prior to the Cole-
less Demolition Angel and Hostage--faces his toughest case: the abduction of his girlfriend's son, 10-year-old
Ben Chenier, who was staying with Elvis when he was snatched.

Panic at Ben's disappearance turns to terror when the kidnapper phones to reveal his apparent motive, a dark
secret from Elvis's past. But the plot thickens and twists, and then twists again, as Elvis and his longtime
buddy, tough guy Joe Pike, race the clock against a group of villains as sinister as they are capable. The
author mixes Elvis's first-person narration with third-person sections that describe other points of view--a
risky technique, but Crais makes it work. He also does a fine job resurrecting the wisecracking Elvis of
earlier books while imbuing him with a new depth and darkness.

This dazzlingly plotted, crisply told story is threaded with real detection (what a rarity!) and peopled by
characters you can't help but care about--including Carol Starkey, the haunted bomb-squad cop from
Demolition Angel, who's now a juvenile-abduction detective. Crais has long been getting better with each
book, and The Last Detective continues the pattern. --Nicholas H. Allison

From Publishers Weekly
After two bestselling stand-alone novels (Demolition Angel and Hostage), Crais has returned to his popular
Elvis Cole series with a thrilling action-adventure yarn. The private eye's eighth and last crusade against evil,
L.A. Requiem, explored the events, from childhood on, that turned his sidekick, Joe Pike, into a hardened
killing machine (albeit a moral one). Now it's Elvis's turn to be analyzed, as he tries to rescue his beloved
Lucy Chenier's son, Ben, whose kidnapping by ruthless mercenaries apparently was prompted by something
in the sleuth's past. With its relentless pacing, large cast, flashbacks to Elvis's unhappy youth and war
experiences and constant shifting from first- to third-person narration, the book poses significant problems
for an audio interpreter. Daniels, one of the format's prime performers, has given voice to Elvis and Joe
before, on the less complex Lullaby Town and Free Fall (both Brilliance titles). He takes the present
challenge in stride, using his own voice for the Elvis-narrated sections and an appropriate just-the-facts
approach to the straightforward sentences in the third person passages. Just as deftly, he distinguishes the
cultured Lucy from the rougher-edged policewoman Carole Starkey (the author's Demolition Angel in a
surprise cameo); finds an assortment of Louisiana accents for Lucy's ex-husband and his bayou crew; and,
most stirringly, treats Pike to a hardboiled whisper Clint Eastwood might mistake for his own. Crais is
notoriously protective of his Elvis novels, reputedly rejecting the wealth of Hollywood rather than trust
others with his creations. He's got nothing to worry about here.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Elvis is alive and wellDnot the singer but the detective, Elvis Cole, who has teamed up with Jack Pike in
eight of Crais's ten works. Pike got a workout in L.A. Requiem, so now it is Elvis's turn: dark secrets emerge
when his girlfriend's son disappears.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jamie Sparks:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Last Detective book is readable through you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving The Last Detective
content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Last Detective is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Marla Brinker:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Last Detective is
kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Christopher McCormick:

The publication untitled The Last Detective is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Last
Detective from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Piedad Trainor:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a e-
book. The book The Last Detective it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book possesses high quality.
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