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Fully revised and updated, THE AMERICAN HERITAGE® DICTIONARY OF
INDO-EUROPEAN ROOTS remains an indispensable resource for anyone
interested in the history of English and its place in the Indo-European language
family. More than 13,000 words are traced to their origins in Proto-Indo-
European, the prehistoric ancestor of English that was spoken before the advent
of writing. In Calvert Watkins’s skilled hands, Proto-Indo-European language
and society are rendered as alive and compelling as they must have been six
thousand years ago. His introductory essay shows how words in an unrecorded
ancient language can be reconstructed and offers a wealth of fascinating
information about Proto-Indo-European culture. The dictionary that follows
contains nearly 1,350 reconstructed roots, plus two dozen new “Language and
Culture” notes that explore interesting sidelights to the etymologies presented in
many entries.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Calvert Watkins is the Victor S. Thomas Professor of Linguistics and the Classics, Emeritus, at Harvard
University, and Professor-in-Residence in the Department of Classics and the Program in Indo-European
Studies at the University of California, Los Angeles. He specializes in Indo-European comparative
linguistics, especially Latin, Greek, Celtic, Hittite, and comparative morphology and poetics. He wrote the
“Appendix of Indo-European Roots” for the first edition of The American Heritage Dictionary and has
revised it for the third, fourth, and fifth editions.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Musselwhite:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside that you
can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The American Heritage Dictionary of Indo-European Roots will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything.
But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can
be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

John Bennett:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The American Heritage Dictionary of Indo-European Roots book is
readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer regarding The American Heritage Dictionary of Indo-European Roots content conveys the thought
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking The American Heritage Dictionary of Indo-
European Roots is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Kenneth Poor:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your small
amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be study. The
American Heritage Dictionary of Indo-European Roots can be your answer since it can be read by anyone
who have those short time problems.



Dennis Bales:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the The American Heritage Dictionary of Indo-European Roots when you required
it?
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