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The debate between science and religion is never out of the news. emotions run
high, fuelled by polemical bestsellers like The God Delusion and, at the other end
of the spectrum, high-profile campaigns to teach "Intelligent Design” in schools.
Y et there is much more to the debate than the clash of these extremes. As
Thomas Dixon shows in this balanced and thought-provoking introduction, a
whole range of views, subtle arguments, and fascinating perspectives can be
found on this complex and centuries-old subject. He explores the key
philosophical questions that underlie the debate, but also highlights the social,
political, and ethical contexts that have made the tensions between science and
religion such afraught and interesting topic in the modern world. Dixon
emphasizes how the modern conflict between evolution and creationism is
quintessentially an American phenomenon, arising from the culture and history
of the United States, as exemplified through the ongoing debates about how to
interpret the First-Amendment's separation of church and state. Along the way,
he examines landmark historical episodes such as the Galileo affair, Charles
Darwin's own religious and scientific odyssey, the Scopes "Monkey Tria" in
Tennessee in 1925, and the Dover Area School Board case of 2005, and includes
perspectives from non-Christian religions and examples from across the physical,
biological, and social sciences.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very
Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting
topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issuesin hundreds of key
topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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The debate between science and religion is never out of the news: emations run high, fuelled by polemical
bestsellers like The God Delusion and, at the other end of the spectrum, high-profile campaigns to teach
"Intelligent Design™ in schools. Y et there is much more to the debate than the clash of these extremes. As
Thomas Dixon shows in this balanced and thought-provoking introduction, a whole range of views, subtle
arguments, and fascinating perspectives can be found on this complex and centuries-old subject. He explores
the key philosophical questions that underlie the debate, but also highlights the social, political, and ethical
contexts that have made the tensions between science and religion such a fraught and interesting topic in the
modern world. Dixon emphasizes how the modern conflict between evolution and creationism is
guintessentially an American phenomenon, arising from the culture and history of the United States, as
exemplified through the ongoing debates about how to interpret the First-Amendment's separation of church
and state. Along the way, he examines landmark historical episodes such as the Galileo affair, Charles
Darwin's own religious and scientific odyssey, the Scopes "Monkey Tria" in Tennessee in 1925, and the
Dover Area School Board case of 2005, and includes perspectives from non-Christian religions and
examples from across the physical, biological, and socia sciences.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Editorial Review
Amazon.com Review

Is"Intelligent Design" a scientific theory? If not, why not? Review

A rich introductory text...on the study of relations of science and religion. R. P. Whaite, Metascience A
marvellous book that should be required reading for dogmatic fundamentalists of every persuasion. Patricia
Fara, British Journal for the History of Science Dixon shows great skill in composing a book which
combines coherence and clarity with a strong forward momentum... The interested reader need not hesitate.
Michael Fuller, The Expository Times Bracing initiation Observer. The relationship between science and
religion, past and present, is much more varied and more interesting than the popular caricature of conflict.
Thomas Dixon gives us the richer picture, and he doesit with clarity and verve. Thisis an ideal introduction
to afascinating subject. Peter Lipton. University of Cambridge Thomas Dixon has made a delightful
contribution to this OUP series of Very Short Introductions. Church Times About the Author

Thomas Dixon is Lecturer in History at Queen Mary, University of London. A member of the International
Society for Science and Religion and an expert on modern intellectual history, he writes regularly for the
Times Literary Supplement, and has published books about the history of psychology and about Victorian
moral philosophy.

Users ReviewFrom reader reviews:

Heather Jones:Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little
spare time? Y eah, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their
particular spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe
read a book allowed Science and Religion: A Very Short Introduction? Maybe it isto get best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Lewis Wade:Reading a book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world redly likes. Do you
like reading book and so. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will giveyou a
lot of new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Science and Religion: A Very Short Introduction, you are able to tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
publication.

Lula Day:Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with
their family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the guide untitled Science and Religion: A Very Short Introduction can be great
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Jason Wahl:Beside this kind of Science and Religion: A Very Short Introduction in your phone, it may give
you away to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
may got hereis fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Science and Religion: A Very Short Introduction because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's



facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to missit? Find
this book in addition to read it from now!
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