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Throughout history, some books have changed the world. They have transformed
the way we see ourselves—and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent,
war and revolution. They have enlightened, outraged, provoked and comforted.
They have enriched lives—and destroyed them.

Now, Penguin brings you the works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and
visionaries whose ideas shook civilization, and helped make us who we are.
Penguin's Great |deas series features twelve groundbreaking works by some of
history's most prodigious thinkers, and each volume is beautifully packaged with
aunique type-drive design that highlights the bookmaker's art. Offering great
literature in great packages at great prices, this seriesisideal for those readers
who want to explore and savor the Great |deas that have shaped the world.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Charles Darwin, aVictorian scientist and naturalist, has become one of the most famous figures of science to
date. Born in 1809 to an upper-middle-class medical family, he was destined for a career in either medicine
or the Anglican Church. However, he never completed his medical education and his future changed entirely
in 1831 when he joined HM S Beagle as a self-financing, independent naturalist. On returning to England in
1836 he began to write up his theories and observations which culminated in a series of books, most
famously On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection in 1859, where he challenged and
contradicted contemporary biological and religious beliefs with two decades worth of scientific investigation
and theory. Darwin's theory of natural selection is now the most widely accepted scientific model of how
species evolve. He died in 1882 and was buried in Westminster Abbey. Damien Hirst is an internationally
renowned English artist, who has dominated the art scene in England since the 1990s. Known in particular
for his series of works on death, Hirst here provides a contemporary, visual take on Darwin's theory of
evolution - the struggle between life and death in nature. William Bynum is Professor Emeritus of the
History of Medicine at University College, London, and was for many years Head of the Academic Unit of
the Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine. He edited the scholarly journal Medical History from
1980 to 2001, and his previous publications include Science and the Practice of Medicine in the Nineteenth
Century; The Companion Encyclopedia of the History of Medicine (co-edited with Roy Porter); The Oxford
Dictionary of Scientific Quotations (with Roy Porter), The Dictionary of Medical Biography (with Helen
Bynum), and History of Medicine: A Very Short Introduction. He livesin Suffolk.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Struggle for Existence

Nothing is easier than to admit in words the truth of the universal struggle for life, or more difficult - at least
| have found it so - than constantly to bear this conclusion in mind. Y et unlessit be thoroughly engrained in
the mind, | am convinced that the whole economy of nature, with every fact on distribution, rarity,
abundance, extinction, and variation, will be dimly seen or quite misunderstood. We behold the face of
nature bright with gladness, we often see superabundance of food; we do not see, or we forget, that the birds
which areidly singing round us mostly live on insects or seeds, and are thus constantly destroying life; or we
forget how largely these songsters, or their eggs, or their nestlings, are destroyed by birds and beasts of prey;
we do not always bear in mind, that though food may be now superabundant, it is not so at all seasons of
each recurring year.

| should premise that | use the term Struggle for Existence in alarge and metaphorical sense, including
dependence of one being on another, and including (which is more important) not only the life of the
individual, but successin leaving progeny. Two canine animals in atime of dearth, may be truly said to
struggle with each other which shall get food and live.

Users Review
From reader reviews:

Christopher Sanchez:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book On Natural Selection (Penguin Great Ideas). You can



choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of
book On Natural Selection (Penguin Great |deas). Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by just abook. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing itis
possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open abook or searching by internet gadget. It iscalled e-
book. Y ou may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Jonas Jones:

Now aday people who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each datathey get. How alot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this On Natural Selection (Penguin Great
Ideas) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Marvin Boyer:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare time
coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading guides. It can be
your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is usually On Natural
Selection (Penguin Great |deas).

Brenda Anderson:

This On Natural Selection (Penguin Great |deas) is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some
information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this On Natural Selection (Penguin Great
Ideas) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone.
These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book web form.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve isthe answer. So there
isn't any in reading a e-book especialy thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for a
person. So, don't misstheideal Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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