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Designed to encourage critical thinking about history, the MAJOR PROBLEMS
IN AMERICAN HISTORY series introduces readers to both primary sources and
analytical essays on important topics in American history. The collection of
essays and documents in MAJOR PROBLEMS IN AMERICAN
IMMIGRATION HISTORY explores themes such as the political and economic
forces that cause immigration; the alienation and uprootedness that often follow
relocation; and the difficult questions of citizenship and assimilation. This text
presents a carefully selected group of readings organized to allow readers to
evaluate primary sources, test the interpretations of distinguished historians, and
draw their own conclusions. Each chapter includes introductions, source notes,
and suggested readings.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Mae M. Ngai, Professor of History and Lung Family Professor of Asian American Studies, is a U.S. legal
and political historian interested in questions of immigration, citizenship, and nationalism. She received her
Ph.D. from Columbia University in 1998 and taught at the University of Chicago before returning to
Columbia in 2006. Ngai is author of IMPOSSIBLE SUBJECTS: ILLEGAL ALIENS AND THE MAKING
OF MODERN AMERICA (Princeton, 2004) and THE LUCKY ONES: ONE FAMILY AND THE
EXTRAORDINARY INVENTION OF CHINESE AMERICA (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2010).
Professor Ngai has held fellowships from the Social Science Research Council, NYU Law School, Radcliffe
Institute for Advanced Study, John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, and the Institute for
Advanced Study, Princeton. Ngai has written on immigration history and policy for the Washington Post,
New York Times, Los Angeles Times, The Nation, and the Boston Review. Before becoming a historian
Ngai was a labor-union organizer and educator in New York City. She is now working on YELLOW AND
GOLD: THE CHINESE MINING DIASPORA, 1848-1908, a study of Chinese goldminers in the nineteenth-
century North American West, Australia, and South Africa.

Jon Gjerde died in October 2008. He was Alexander F. and May T. Morrison professor of history at the
University of California, Berkeley, and received his Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota in 1982. His
areas of expertise included nineteenth-century America with particular reference to immigration and religion,
and he published some thirty articles on these subjects. He also published FROM PEASANTS TO
FARMERS: THE MIGRATION FROM BALESTRAND, NORWAY, TO THE UPPER MIDDLE WEST
(1985) and THE MINDS OF THE WEST: THE ETHNOCULTURAL EVOLUTION OF THE RURAL
MIDDLE WEST, 1830-1917 (1997), both of which won the Theodore Saloutos Memorial Book Award of
the Immigration History Society for the best book in agricultural history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Hegland:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Major Problems in American Immigration History:
Documents and Essays, 2nd Edition (Major Problems in American History). You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book Major Problems in American
Immigration History: Documents and Essays, 2nd Edition (Major Problems in American History). You can
add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Sharon Bufkin:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and



so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Major Problems in American Immigration History: Documents and Essays, 2nd Edition (Major
Problems in American History), you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Oliver Watts:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Major Problems in American
Immigration History: Documents and Essays, 2nd Edition (Major Problems in American History), you can
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Julio Yates:

Major Problems in American Immigration History: Documents and Essays, 2nd Edition (Major Problems in
American History) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing Major Problems in American Immigration History: Documents and
Essays, 2nd Edition (Major Problems in American History) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great
information may drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.
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