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With the publication of The Image of the City in 1959, Kevin Lynch embarked
upon the process of exploring city form.  Good City Form is both a summation
and an extension of his vision, a high point from which he views cities past and
possible. First published in hardcover under the title A Theory of Good City
Form.
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Editorial Review

Review

This is a major work...Lynch looks at connections between human values and the physical forms of cities,
sets requirements for a normative theory of city form, reviews earlier physical images of what utopian
communities might be, sees what is to be learned from hellish images, and helps us place city forms into one
or another of three theoretic constructs: cosmic or ceremonial centers, the machine city, and the city as an
organism. He tells us at some length how we might evaluate the 'goodness' of cities, speaks to the enduring
issues of city size, growth, and conservation, and, having done all this, tells us about what his good city form
might look like. The appendixes are a major part of the book, taking well over 100 pages...This is a volume
that in short order will be (or at least should be) standard, desired, provocative, influential reading for just
about anyone concerned with why cities are the way they are and, more important, with achieving good
places for people to live.

(Journal of the American Planning Association)

From the Back Cover
Lynch looks at connections between human values and the physical forms of cities, sets requirements for a
normative theory of city form, reviews earlier physical images of what utopian communities might be, sees
what is to be learned from hellish images, and helps us place city forms into one or another of three theoretic
constructs; cosmic or ceremonial centers, the machine city, and the city as an organism.

About the Author

Kevin Lynch (1918-1984) studied with Frank Lloyd Wright at Taliesin and later obtained a Bachelor of City
Planning degree from MIT. After a long and distinguished career on the faculty of the MIT School of
Architecture and Urban Planning, he was named Professor Emeritus of City Planning.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carolyn Livingston:

This Good City Form (MIT Press) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh,
you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This Good City Form
(MIT Press) without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't become worry Good City Form (MIT Press) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Good City Form
(MIT Press) having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.



Charles Beaudoin:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Good City Form (MIT Press) is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Veronica McFadden:

This book untitled Good City Form (MIT Press) to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Kim McLoughlin:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Good City Form (MIT Press).
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