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In each of her five novels, Gloria Naylor invites the reader to join her characters
in their journeys to move beyond established boundaries and embrace an
increasingly diverse society. With lucid analyses of each work, this Critical
Companion helps readers comprehend how Naylor successfully links the trials of
her African American characters to the struggles of human beings at variance
with seemingly insurmountable obstacles. Insights into Naylor's own struggles
and successes are provided in a richly drawn biographical chapter, which
incorporates fresh materials from a recent interview conducted for this book.
Naylor's place within the larger framework of the African American narrative
traditions is considered as well.

Beginning with a full chapter on Naylor's debut success The Women of Brewster
Place (1982), the literary components of each novel are examined: Linden Hills
(1985) Mama Day (1988), Bailey's Cafe (1992), and The Men of Brewster Place
(1998). In addition to a comprehensive plot synopsis, character portraits, and
thematic discussions given for each, all works are carefully related to their
historical contexts. By understanding the extent to which seminal events, such as
the Great Migration and the ushering in of the Civil Rights Movement, serve as
the background for Naylor's works, readers can better appreciate them.
Throughout the text, particularly in the alternate critical readings provided, all
terms and concepts are clearly explained for the student and the general reader. A
select bibliography cites biographical sources, interviews, reviews, criticism, and
related works of interest.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

CHARLES E. WILSON, Jr., is Associate Professor of English at Old Dominion University where he teaches
African American Literature, Southern Literature, and American Literature./e His previous publications
include articles on Gloria Naylor and Ernest J. Gaines.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Todd Grossi:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Gloria Naylor: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Anthony Wood:

The actual book Gloria Naylor: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary
Writers) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you.
The book Gloria Naylor: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) is
much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Shawn Hernandez:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On
the list of books in the top listing in your reading list will be Gloria Naylor: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines
can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many
advantages.



Kathy Ahmed:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Gloria Naylor: A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve
Gloria Naylor: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) can to be
your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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