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George Eliot’s more than fifty long and short journeys within England took her
to dozens of sites scattered around the country. Revising the traditional notion
that George Eliot drew her settings and characters only from the areas of her
Warwickshire childhood, Kathleen McCormack demonstrates that English travel
furnished the novelist with a wide variety of originals for the composite
characters and settings she would so memorably create.

McCormack traces the way in which George Eliot gathered material during her
travels and also drafted long sections of the novels while away from her London
home. She argues that by examining the choices George Eliot made in
transforming, discarding or directly describing her English originals, we might
take a significant step forward in the interpretation of her writings. Where other
critics have tried to interpret characters as one-to-one renderings of living or dead
models, for example, this study reveals more elaborate blendings of what George
Eliot called the ‘widely sundered elements’ that made up her fiction. McCormack
also reaches the fascinating conclusion that the novels were a form of coded
communication between the author and people in her life, including other
prominent Victorians such as Edward Burne-Jones, Robert Lytton and Barbara
Bodichon.

Presenting fresh biographical information and original insights into George
Eliot’s writing strategies, George Eliot’s English Travels promises a decisive
shift in our understanding of one of the most important figures in Victorian
literature.
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around the country. Revising the traditional notion that George Eliot drew her settings and characters only
from the areas of her Warwickshire childhood, Kathleen McCormack demonstrates that English travel
furnished the novelist with a wide variety of originals for the composite characters and settings she would so
memorably create.

McCormack traces the way in which George Eliot gathered material during her travels and also drafted long
sections of the novels while away from her London home. She argues that by examining the choices George
Eliot made in transforming, discarding or directly describing her English originals, we might take a
significant step forward in the interpretation of her writings. Where other critics have tried to interpret
characters as one-to-one renderings of living or dead models, for example, this study reveals more elaborate
blendings of what George Eliot called the ‘widely sundered elements’ that made up her fiction. McCormack
also reaches the fascinating conclusion that the novels were a form of coded communication between the
author and people in her life, including other prominent Victorians such as Edward Burne-Jones, Robert
Lytton and Barbara Bodichon.

Presenting fresh biographical information and original insights into George Eliot’s writing strategies, George
Eliot’s English Travels promises a decisive shift in our understanding of one of the most important figures in
Victorian literature.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Kathleen McCormack, Professor of English at Florida International University in North Miami, has written
widely on George Eliot and other Victorian authors, notably her book on George Eliot and Intoxication:
Dangerous Drugs for the Condition of England. She divides her time between London and Miami.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christina Moss:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This George Eliot's English Travels: Composite
Characters and Coded Communications (Context and Genre in English Literature) is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Harvey Hobbs:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like
George Eliot's English Travels: Composite Characters and Coded Communications (Context and Genre in
English Literature) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Kathi Adamo:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top record in your reading list will be George Eliot's English Travels: Composite Characters and
Coded Communications (Context and Genre in English Literature). This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.



Carol Ramirez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different
hobby. So you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to
provide you knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something
by book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this George Eliot's English
Travels: Composite Characters and Coded Communications (Context and Genre in English Literature).
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