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Eleven-year-old Nellie Lee Love recordsin her diary the events of 1919, when
her family moves from Tennessee to Chicago, hoping to leave the racism and
hatred of the South behind.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
"Some people are so color struck. They think being light-skinned is better than being dark! Mama says that's
nonsense and | think so, too."

Nellie Lee Loveisan 11-year-old African American girl living in the rural South at the end of World War I.
In ayear of tumultuous change, victory, and tragedy, she records her thoughts and feelingsin adiary given
her by her mother. After the white racism in their town becomestoo brutally overt to ignore, Nellie and her
family pack up and move to Chicago. Delighted with the seemingly endless opportunities in the big city,
Nellieisblindsided by the more insidious forms of prejudice that northerners practice: hatred within their
own race. But through family unity and integrity, and education by way of W.E.B. DuBois and Marcus
Garvey'swritings, Nellie and her family gradually discover a place for themselvesin their new
circumstances, and ultimately find hope and triumph.

Newbery Honor and Coretta Scott King Award winner Patricia McKissack writes the kind of historical
fiction that will have history students and even reluctant readers and clamoring for more. The dignity and
courage of the Love family provides amodel for all families, regardless of ethnic or cultural background.
The award-winning Dear America seriesis one of the most popular book seriesin America and includes
another by McKissack, A Picture of Freedom: The Diary of Clotee, a Save Girl. (Ages 9 to 12) --Emilie
Coulter

From School Library Journal

Grade 4-6-Although 11-year-old Nellie Lee takes after her Mama's folks and "could pass,” she proudly says
"color me dark." Through the child's diary entries, McKissack explores the racism that existed in post World
War | Tennessee, where alighter skin was considered "better” than a darker one. In fact, amajor story line
involves Nellie Lee's sister, Erma Jean, as she learns to treasure her darker color. When Uncle Pace,
returning from the war, is found badly injured, the family suspects the worst but can't proveit, and Erma
Jean suffers hysterical muteness. His death propels Nellie Lee's father to join the Great Migration north to
Chicago in search of abetter life. The family discovers that although they do not face the Klan there, racism
till exists, even within the black community. McKissack deftly explores the social unrest between blacks
and whites and the social stratification within the black community, where newly arrived southern blacks
were looked down upon by the more affluent residents. The time period iswell developed, and servesas a
compelling backdrop to the Love family's struggle to find a place. Nellie is afeisty and loyal protagonist, and
although her voice sounds a bit mature for an 11-year-old, her observations carry the story line and interpret
the action in a believable way. Secondary characters are distinct and add a richness to the telling.

Jennifer Ralston, Harford County Public Library, Belcamp, MD

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

From the Dear America series, this volume represents the fictional diary of Nellie Lee Love, who grew up
surrounded by her extended family in Bradford Corners, Tennessee, and moved to Chicago as part of the
great migration. Set in 1919, the book clearly shows the differences between life in the rural South and in the
urban North, the reasons that persuaded many to go north, and some of the difficulties they faced in their
new home. Nellie's personal story involves an uncle murdered by resentful rednecks; a sister who loses her
power of speech, then regainsit; afather who struggles to start a business without paying off city hall; a


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

neighbor killed in a Chicago race riot; the courtship between Nellie's preacher and her teacher; and Nellie's
own struggle to deal with differing attitudes toward lighter and darker skin tones within the African
American community. There's alot of background to fill in, given most readers' ignorance of the period, and
the story's points are sometimes repeatedly hammered home, but the strong narrative will keep children
involved and give them a great deal of social history to absorb along the way. A solid addition to a popular
series. Carolyn Phelan

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Tom Burkhardt:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that
guestion mainly because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes,
it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Color Me Dark: The Diary of Nellie
Lee Love, the Great Migration North (Dear America) to read.

Shane McKed:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Color Me Dark:
The Diary of Nellie Lee Love, the Great Migration North (Dear America) suitable to you? The actual book
was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Color Me Dark: The Diary of Nellie
Lee Love, the Great Migration North (Dear America)is the one of several books that everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you awide range of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Amanda Garcia;

The book with title Color Me Dark: The Diary of Nellie Lee Love, the Great Migration North (Dear
America) hasalot of information that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this book.
This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This
kind of book will bring you with new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Joshua Hsu:

Asascholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their hobby.



They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this age, many waysto get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Color Me Dark: The Diary of Nellie Lee Love, the Great Migration North (Dear
America) can make you feel more interested to read.
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