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The Hellenistic pike-phalanx was a true military innovation, transforming the
face of warfare in the ancient world. For nearly 200 years, from the rise of the
Macedonians as a military power in the mid-fourth century BC, to their defeat at
the hands of the Romans at Pydnain 168BC, the pike-wielding heavy
infantryman (the phalangite) formed the basis of nearly every Hellenistic army to
deploy on battlefields stretching from Italy to India. And yet, despite this
dominance, and the vast literature dedicated to detailing the history of the
Hellenistic world, there remains fierce debate anong modern scholars about how
infantry combat in this age was actually conducted.

Christopher Matthews critically examines phalanx combat by using techniques
such as physical re-creation, experimental archaeology, and ballistics testing, and
then comparing the findings of this testing to the ancient literary, artistic and
archaeological evidence, as well as modern theories. The result is the most
comprehensive and up-to-date study of what heavy infantry combat waslikein
the age of Alexander the Great and his Successors.
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The Hellenistic pike-phalanx was a true military innovation, transforming the face of warfare in the ancient
world. For nearly 200 years, from the rise of the Macedonians as a military power in the mid-fourth century
BC, to their defeat at the hands of the Romans at Pydnain 168BC, the pike-wielding heavy infantryman (the
phalangite) formed the basis of nearly every Hellenistic army to deploy on battlefields stretching from Italy
to India. And yet, despite this dominance, and the vast literature dedicated to detailing the history of the
Hellenistic world, there remains fierce debate among modern scholars about how infantry combat in this age
was actually conducted.

Christopher Matthews critically examines phalanx combat by using techniques such as physical re-creation,
experimental archaeology, and ballistics testing, and then comparing the findings of this testing to the ancient
literary, artistic and archaeological evidence, as well as modern theories. The result is the most
comprehensive and up-to-date study of what heavy infantry combat was like in the age of Alexander the
Great and his Successors.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Christopher Matthew completed his doctoral thesis on hoplite warfare at MacQuarie University This research
formed the basis of A Storm of Spears, published by Pen & Sword in 2012. Since then he has also compl eted
anew tranglation of Aelian's Tactics (also Pen & Sword, 2012) and co-edited a collection of new
international research on the Battle of Thermopylae (Beyond the Gates of Fire, Pen & Sword, 2013). He has
also written numerous articles for specialist journals and magazines. He is a keen reenactor, an activity that
provides insights that inform his academic research. He lives in Warrimoo, New South Wales, Australia.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Pamela Brock:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible An Invincible Beast:
Understanding the Hellenistic Pike Phalanx in Action? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou aready
know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

John Caldwell:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want sense happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The An Invincible
Beast: Understanding the Hellenistic Pike Phalanx in Action is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Rosa Flint:

The e-book with title An Invincible Beast: Understanding the Hellenistic Pike Phalanx in Action posesses a
lot of information that you can study it. You can get alot of help after read this book. This particular book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today.
That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
throughout new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.



Patricia Howard:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this An Invincible Beast: Understanding the
Hellenistic Pike Phalanx in Action book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty An Invincible Beast:
Understanding the Hellenistic Pike Phalanx in Action as good book not simply by the cover but also by the
content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense aready said so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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