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Thetruestory of super-criminal Jon Raberts, star of the documentary
Cocaine Cowboys.

American Desperado is Roberts' no-holds-barred account of being born into
Mafiaroyalty, withessing his first murder at the age of seven, becoming a hunter-
nin Vietnam, returning to New Y ork to become--at age 22--one of the
city’ s leading nightclub impresarios, then journeying to Miami wherein afew
short years he would rise to become the Medellin Cartel’ s most effective
smuggler.

But that’sjust half the tale.

The roster of Roberts' friends and acquaintances reads like a Who’s Who of the
latter half of the 20th century and includes everyone from Jimi Hendrix, Richard
Pryor, and O.J. Simpson to Carlo Gambino, Meyer Lansky, and Manuel Noriega.

Nothing if not colorful, Roberts surrounded himself with beautiful women, drove
his souped-up street car at atop speed of 180 miles per hour, shared his bed with
a 200-pound cougar, and employed a6”6” professional wrestler called “The
Thing” as his bodyguard. Ultimately, Roberts became so powerful that he
attracted the attention of the Republican Party’ s leadership, was wooed by them,
and even was co-opted by the CIA for which he carried out its secret agenda.

Scrupulously documented and relentlessly propulsive, this collaboration between

abloodhound journalist and one of the most audacious criminals ever islike no
other crime book you’ve ever read.
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Thetruestory of super-criminal Jon Roberts, star of the documentary Cocaine Cowboys.

American Desperado is Roberts' no-holds-barred account of being born into Mafiaroyalty, witnessing his
first murder at the age of seven, becoming a hunter-assassin in Vietnam, returning to New Y ork to become--
at age 22--one of the city’ s leading nightclub impresarios, then journeying to Miami wherein afew short
years he would rise to become the Medellin Cartel’ s most effective smuggler.

But that’ s just half the tale.

Theroster of Roberts' friends and acquaintances reads like a Who's Who of the latter half of the 20th
century and includes everyone from Jimi Hendrix, Richard Pryor, and O.J. Simpson to Carlo Gambino,
Meyer Lansky, and Manuel Noriega.

Nothing if not colorful, Roberts surrounded himself with beautiful women, drove his souped-up street car at
atop speed of 180 miles per hour, shared his bed with a 200-pound cougar, and employed a 6”6”
professional wrestler called “The Thing” as his bodyguard. Ultimately, Roberts became so powerful that he
attracted the attention of the Republican Party’ s leadership, was wooed by them, and even was co-opted by
the CIA for which he carried out its secret agenda.

Scrupulously documented and relentlessly propulsive, this collaboration between a bloodhound journalist
and one of the most audacious criminals ever islike no other crime book you've ever read.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Amazon Best Books of the Month, November 2011: From New Y ork City gangster to running guns for the
CIA and smuggling literally tons of cocaine and cash for the Medellin Cartel at the height of America's “war
on drugs’--Jon Roberts has done it all. American Desperado is the uncensored, jaw-dropping account of
Raoberts'slife of criminal enterprise, decadent excess, murder and mayhem, that has all the trappings of a
best-selling crime novel. Y et, co-author Evan Wright's meticulously researched footnotes serve as an
authentic reminder that thisis no work of fiction. Roberts's adherence to his father’ s philosophy that evil is
stronger than good, and his ease with violence, are coupled with an indelible charm, candor, and loyalty, that

together paint a powerful portrait of a quintessential Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.--Seira Wilson

Featured Photographs of Jon Roberts

's mother
00 56) W Weseoy obsessed
with cowboys. Jon later changed his name to Jon
Pernell Roberts after Pernell Roberts, star of
Bonanza.

Jon (third from left) at a 1973 wedding in New Y ork.
It was his last wiseguy party before he fled to Miami.




Jon's long-time girlfriend Toni Moon was the poster
girl for the Ryan O’ Neal movie So Fine. Here, Jon
and Toni reenacted the poster's photo with Jon in
place of O'Neil.

Jon's mugshot taken after his arrest in the 1986
cocaine bust that unravelled his empire.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Frances Hayes:

The experience that you get from American Desperado: My Life--From Mafia Soldier to Cocaine Cowboy to
Secret Government Asset could be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the
more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but American
Desperado: My Life--From Mafia Soldier to Cocaine Cowboy to Secret Government Asset giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular American Desperado: My Life--
From Mafia Soldier to Cocaine Cowboy to Secret Government Asset instantly.

Mary James:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled American Desperado: My Life--From Mafia
Soldier to Cocaine Cowboy to Secret Government Asset can be great book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

John Parish:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting American Desperado: My Life-
-From Mafia Soldier to Cocaine Cowboy to Secret Government Asset that give your enjoyment preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice al over the world can be said as the way
for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So, for al you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick American
Desperado: My Life--From Mafia Soldier to Cocaine Cowboy to Secret Government Asset become your
own personal starter.



Anthony Balentine:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the American Desperado: My Life--From Mafia Soldier to Cocaine Cowboy to Secret
Government Asset when you needed it?
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