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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Noah's Ark, Gericault's The Raft of the Medusa and "an offbeat vision of the Hereafter" are some of the
ingredients of this pyrotechnical work. "Admirers of Barnes are accustomed to thoroughly unorthodox
approaches to the novel, and his latest, while brilliantly entertaining, certainly strains the limits of the genre,"
PW remarked.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
A revisionist view of Noah's Ark, told by the stowaway woodworm. A chilling account of terrorists hijacking
a cruise ship. A court case in 16th-century France in which the woodworm stand accused. A desperate
woman's attempt to escape radioactive fallout on a raft. An acute analysis of Gericault's "Scene of
Shipwreck." The search of a 19th-century Englishwoman and of a contemporary American astronaut for
Noah's Ark. An actor's increasingly desperate letters to his silent lover. A thoughtful meditation on the
novelist's responsibility regarding love. These and other stories make up Barnes's witty and sometimes
acerbic retelling of the history of the world. The stories are connected, if only tangentially, which is precisely
Barnes's point: historians may tell us that "there was a pattern," but history is "just voices echoing in the
dark; . . . strange links, impertinent connections." Fascinating reading from the author of Flaubert's Parrot ,
but not for those wanting conventional plot.
- Barbara Hoffert, "Library Journal"
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Frequently brilliant, funny, thoughtful, iconoclastic, and a delight to read. Barnes is like a worldly, secular
reincarnation of a medieval gloss-writer on sacred texts, and what he offers us is the novel as footnote to
history, as subversion of the given, as brilliant, elaborate doodle around the margins of what we think about
what we think we know" Observer "You will want to read it again and again, and why not? - there's nothing
around to touch it" Literary Review "There is more moral and intellectual fodder, and more jokes, here than
you will read in a month of Sundays... storytelling and teaching which captivate, liberate, and above all,
enchant" Financial Times "This is a novel like no other - provocative, superbly funny, a wonderful and most
original work...gives the reader a sense of ebullient, whooping joy" Guardian

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

With other case, little men and women like to read book A History of the World in 10 1/2 Chapters. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book A
History of the World in 10 1/2 Chapters. You can add information and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign
or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.



Joshua Shaw:

The book A History of the World in 10 1/2 Chapters can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book A History of the World in 10 1/2
Chapters? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book A History of the
World in 10 1/2 Chapters has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

David Hedges:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the information
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this A History of the
World in 10 1/2 Chapters.

David Ramos:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like A History of the World in 10
1/2 Chapters which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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