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T.S Eliot and Early Modern Literature, for the first time, considers the full
imaginative and moral engagement of one of the most influential poets of the
twentieth century, T.S. Eliot, with the Early Modern period of literaturein
English (1580-1630). This engagement haunted Eliot's poetry and critical writing
across his career, and would have a profound impact on subsequent poetry across
the world, as well as upon academic literary criticism, and wider cultural
perceptions. To this end, the book elucidates and contextualizes several facets of
Eliot's thinking and its impact: through establishment of his original and eclectic
understanding of the Early Modern period in relation to the literary and critical
source materials available to him; through consideration of uncollected and
archival materials, which suggest a need to reassess established readings of the
poet's career; and through attention to Eliot's resonant formulations about the
period in consequent literary, critical and artistic arenas. To the end of hislife,
Eliot had to fend off the presumption that he had, in some way, 'invented' the
Early Modern period for the modern age. Y et the presumption holds some force -
it isfamously and influentially an implication running through Eliot's essays on
that earlier period, and through his many referencesto its writingsin his poetry,
that the Early Modern period formed the most exact historical analogy for the
apocalyptic events (and consequent social, cultural and literary turmoil) of the
first half of the twentieth-century. T.S. Eliot and Early Modern Literature gives a
comprehensive sense of the vital engagement of this self-consciously modern
poet with the earlier period he always declared to be his favourite.
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T.S. Eliot and Early Modern Literature, for the first time, considers the full imaginative and moral
engagement of one of the most influential poets of the twentieth century, T.S. Eliot, with the Early Modern
period of literature in English (1580-1630). This engagement haunted Eliot's poetry and critical writing
across his career, and would have a profound impact on subsequent poetry across the world, as well as upon
academic literary criticism, and wider cultural perceptions. To this end, the book elucidates and
contextualizes several facets of Eliot's thinking and its impact: through establishment of his original and
eclectic understanding of the Early Modern period in relation to the literary and critical source materials
available to him; through consideration of uncollected and archival materials, which suggest a need to
reassess established readings of the poet's career; and through attention to Eliot's resonant formulations about
the period in consequent literary, critical and artistic arenas. To the end of hislife, Eliot had to fend off the
presumption that he had, in some way, 'invented' the Early Modern period for the modern age. Y et the
presumption holds some force - it is famously and influentially an implication running through Eliot's essays
on that earlier period, and through his many references to its writings in his poetry, that the Early Modern
period formed the most exact historical analogy for the apocalyptic events (and consequent social, cultural
and literary turmoil) of the first half of the twentieth-century. T.S. Eliot and Early Modern Literature gives a
comprehensive sense of the vital engagement of this self-consciously modern poet with the earlier period he
aways declared to be his favourite.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Extensive citation of Eliot'swork keeps the book grounded in careful close readings, and an easily
accessible writing styleis on display throughout...Recommended.” --Choice

About the Author

Steven Matthewsis Professor of English Literature at Oxford Brookes University, UK. Heis author of Irish
Poetry: Palitics, History, Negotiation. The Evolving Debate, 1969 to the Present (Macmillan, 1997); Yeats
as Precursor (Macmillan 2000); and Les Murray (Manchester U.P. Contemporary World Writers Series,
2001). He has contributed the volume on Maodernism to the Contexts series (Bloomsbury Academic) of
which heisfounder editor. (2004). Heis also editor of the Sourcebooks series for Palgrave, where his book
Modernism appeared in 2008.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Steven Campbell:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important for us. The book T.S. Eliot and Early Modern Literature has been
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The guide T.S. Eliot and Early Modern Literature is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your own
personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book T.S. Eliot and Early
Modern Literature. Y ou never truly fedl lose out for everything if you read some books.

Amber Weitz;

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these keep up with the erathat is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
isyou don't know which one you should start with. This T.S. Eliot and Early Modern Literature is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.



Steven Williams:

Typically the book T.S. Eliot and Early Modern Literature will bring that you the new experience of reading
the book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. When you try to find new book you just read,
this book very suitable to you. The book T.S. Eliot and Early Modern Literature is much recommended to
you to learn. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

JessicaHarris:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that
need more time to be examine. T.S. Eliot and Early Modern Literature can be your answer since it can be
read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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