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In The Politics of Dialogic Imagination, Katsuya Hirano seeks to understand
why, with its seemingly unrivaled power, the Tokugawa shogunate of early
modern Japan tried so hard to regulate the ostensibly unimportant popular culture
of Edo (present-day Tokyo)—including fashion, leisure activities, prints, and
theater. He does so by examining the works of writers and artists who depicted
and celebrated the culture of play and pleasure associated with Edo’s street
entertainers, vagrants, actors, and prostitutes, whom Tokugawa authorities
condemned to be detrimental to public mores, social order, and political
economy.

Hirano uncovers a logic of politics within Edo’s cultural works that was
extremely potent in exposing contradictions between the formal structure of the
Tokugawa world and its rapidly changing realities. He goes on to look at the
effects of this logic, examining policies enacted during the next era—the Meiji
period—that mark a drastic reconfiguration of power and a new politics toward
ordinary people under modernizing Japan. Deftly navigating Japan’s history and
culture, The Politics of Dialogic Imaginationprovides a sophisticated account of
a country in the process of radical transformation—and of the intensely creative
culture that came out of it.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The Politics of Dialogic Imagination is an extraordinarily sophisticated and brilliant look at the political
effects of an emergent popular culture. The larger significance of Katsuya Hirano’s ‘local’ study is the way it
demonstrates the actual politicality of cultural production in its aptitude for generating new forms of
representation on a scale infinitely more numerous than politics itself.”
(Harry Harootunian, Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University)

“An astute analysis of the relationship between shogunal policies of social control and the subversions of
Edo popular culture, The Politics of Dialogic Imagination lays bare the Tokugawa politics of culture as well
as its later transformation into the mobilizing, modernizing power of the Meiji state. An important
intervention in the field.”
(Carol Gluck, author of Words in Motion: Toward a Global Lexicon)

“Katsuya Hirano succeeds brilliantly, not only in accurately portraying important manifestations of early
modern Japanese popular culture and interpreting them in original and persuasive ways, but in thoroughly
explaining and justifying those interpretations in lucid theoretical prose. This book should be widely read
across disciplines in the social sciences and humanities as a model of theoretically self-aware scholarship.”
(Julien Victor Koschmann, Cornell University)

“Hirano successfully traces the impact art had on a country that was undergoing rapid and radical
transformation.” 
(Japan Times)

“Hirano uses Kabuki, illustrated books, and woodblock prints to form the basis of his argument that ‘the
Tokugawa government constructed its mechanisms of rule based on a fundamental distrust of the body,’ and
he ‘probes the implications of social, economic, and ideological structures after 1868’ in the mind-body
relationship. Literary theorists and art and cultural historians will appreciate this linkage to more universal
intellectual trends and careful interpretation of specific texts and images.”
(Choice)

About the Author

Katsuya Hirano is associate professor of history at the University of California, Los Angeles. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregory Jones:

The feeling that you get from The Politics of Dialogic Imagination: Power and Popular Culture in Early
Modern Japan (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) could be the more deep you searching the
information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but The Politics of Dialogic Imagination: Power and Popular Culture in Early



Modern Japan (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item
because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this specific The Politics of Dialogic Imagination: Power and
Popular Culture in Early Modern Japan (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) instantly.

Lillian Albrecht:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Politics of
Dialogic Imagination: Power and Popular Culture in Early Modern Japan (Chicago Studies in Practices of
Meaning) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled The Politics of Dialogic Imagination: Power and Popular Culture in Early Modern Japan (Chicago
Studies in Practices of Meaning)is a single of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions
that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Fran Short:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
named of book The Politics of Dialogic Imagination: Power and Popular Culture in Early Modern Japan
(Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning). You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must
aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Ian Bracy:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the The Politics of Dialogic Imagination: Power and Popular Culture in Early
Modern Japan (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) when you necessary it?

Download and Read Online The Politics of Dialogic Imagination:
Power and Popular Culture in Early Modern Japan (Chicago



Studies in Practices of Meaning) By Katsuya Hirano
#MBG134ZPNJX



Read The Politics of Dialogic Imagination: Power and Popular
Culture in Early Modern Japan (Chicago Studies in Practices of
Meaning) By Katsuya Hirano for online ebook

The Politics of Dialogic Imagination: Power and Popular Culture in Early Modern Japan (Chicago Studies in
Practices of Meaning) By Katsuya Hirano Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to
read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to
read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Politics of
Dialogic Imagination: Power and Popular Culture in Early Modern Japan (Chicago Studies in Practices of
Meaning) By Katsuya Hirano books to read online.

Online The Politics of Dialogic Imagination: Power and Popular Culture in Early
Modern Japan (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) By Katsuya Hirano ebook
PDF download

The Politics of Dialogic Imagination: Power and Popular Culture in Early Modern Japan (Chicago
Studies in Practices of Meaning) By Katsuya Hirano Doc

The Politics of Dialogic Imagination: Power and Popular Culture in Early Modern Japan (Chicago Studies in Practices of
Meaning) By Katsuya Hirano Mobipocket

The Politics of Dialogic Imagination: Power and Popular Culture in Early Modern Japan (Chicago Studies in Practices of
Meaning) By Katsuya Hirano EPub

MBG134ZPNJX: The Politics of Dialogic Imagination: Power and Popular Culture in Early Modern Japan (Chicago
Studies in Practices of Meaning) By Katsuya Hirano


