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Professor E.H. Gombrich is acknowledged as one of the most influential scholars
and thinkers of the 20th century. His writings include three major narrative works
- The Story of Art, Art and Illusion and The Sense of Order - and ten volumes of
collected essays and reviews. This anthology presents a selection from all these
books, aswell as six pieces which have previously not been published by
Phaidon.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

To the extent that any art historian becomes "famous,” Sir Ernst Gombrich is the most famous art historian in
the world. He is the author of the seminal work The Story of Art, a staunch champion of the traditional canon,
and a perceptive analyst of artistry and illusion. This massive collection includes essays, excerpts from the
groundbreaking Art and Illusion, autobiographical notes, and reflections on artists from Raphael to Saul
Steinberg. Gombrich is not a modernist, and he has been criticized for his misunderstanding of abstract
painting; but his conceptions of art encompass modern psychology and history, the study of gesture and
ornament, and the social history of art. Above all, Gombrich stands against sweeping generalizations,
maintaining that works of art "are not the results of some mysterious activity, but objects made by human
beings for human beings."

From Library Journal

Gombrich, the author of three of the most influential works of art history written this century?The Story of
Art (1950), Art and Illusion (1960), and The Sense of Order (1979)7s one of a handful of art scholars whose
works range across the entire history of art and have had an impact on a number of disciplines. Though the
above works are well represented in this collection, editor Woodfield has drawn from the whole of
Gombrich's career to include autobiographical sketches, atribute to the poet and literary scholar 1.A.
Richards, meditations on Goethe and Schubert, and a delightful essay on the humorous drawings of Saul
Steinberg. Gombrich's forays into social history make this work useful for multidisciplinary collections. A
comprehensive hibliography of Gombrich's works isincluded. Highly recommended for public and academic
libraries that do not already own his three major works. ?Martin R. Kalfatovic, Smithsonian Inst. Libs.,
Arlington, Va.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"To read these essaysisto feel in close touch with arare and crucial thing, alarge mind at full tilt, curious,
ambitious and civilized."-The New Y ork Times

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nicholas Walsh:

Isit you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Essential Gombrich can be the
answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in
this brand-new erais common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Michele Sexton:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may haveitin e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Essential Gombrich can give you alot of
buddies because by you taking alook at this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like



an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Essential Gombrich.

Arthur McLaurin:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book The Essential Gombrich was filled concerning science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has severa feel when
they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In
the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Barry Whitfield:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or
real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful picson there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this The Essential Gombrich can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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