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A burned-out superhero comic artist goes on an adventurethat spanstime
and space?with two female companions.

Acclaimed cartoonist Dylan Horrocks returns with along-awaited new graphic
novel, the first since his perennial classic, 1998's Hicksville. Cartoonist Sam
Zabel hasn’t drawn acomic in years. Stuck in anightmare of creative block and
despair, Sam spends his days writing superhero stories for alarge American
comics publisher and staring at a blank piece of paper, unable to draw asingle
line. Then one day he finds a mysterious old comic book set on Mars and is
suddenly thrown headlong into awild, fantastic journey through centuries of
comics, stories, and imaginary worlds. Accompanied by a young webcomic
creator named Alice and an enigmatic schoolgirl with rocket boots and a bag full
of comics, Sam goes in search of the Magic Pen, encountering sex-crazed aliens,
medieval monks, pirates, pixies and ? of course ? cartoonists. Funny, erotic, and
thoughtful, Sam Zabel and the Magic Pen explores the pleasures, dangers, and
moral consegquences of fantasy. Full color
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A burned-out superhero comic artist goes on an adventure that spanstime and space?with two female
companions.

Acclaimed cartoonist Dylan Horrocks returns with along-awaited new graphic novel, the first since his
perennia classic, 1998’ s Hicksville. Cartoonist Sam Zabel hasn’t drawn a comic in years. Stuck in a
nightmare of creative block and despair, Sam spends his days writing superhero stories for alarge American
comics publisher and staring at a blank piece of paper, unable to draw a single line. Then one day hefinds a
mysterious old comic book set on Mars and is suddenly thrown headlong into awild, fantastic journey
through centuries of comics, stories, and imaginary worlds. Accompanied by a young webcomic creator
named Alice and an enigmatic schoolgirl with rocket boots and a bag full of comics, Sam goes in search of
the Magic Pen, encountering sex-crazed aliens, medieval monks, pirates, pixies and ? of course ? cartoonists.
Funny, erotic, and thoughtful, Sam Zabel and the Magic Pen explores the pleasures, dangers, and moral
consequences of fantasy. Full color
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Editorial Review

Review

“This book is necessary for anyone paralyzed even a bit by the creative/spiritual confusion of the digital age.
Horrocks explores the role and responsibility of storytelling, juggling genres, fiddling with the mechanics of
the comics form, and reclaiming the sense of magic that once reigned the medium -- a playfulness contagious
for the reader. Like his Hicksville, amust have in every library.”

- Craig Thompson (Blankets, Habibi)

“Sam Zabel and the Magic Pen is a coming-of-age story for the fantasies of our past and a joyful bear hug
for the storytellers of our future. An effortless, magical read from front to back.”
- Scott McCloud (Under standing Comics, The Sculptor)

“Horrocks' intelligence and crisp, colorful Tintin-esgue art combine in an offbeat, incisive, and entertaining
critique of classic comic tropes.”
- Ray Olson, Booklist

“...[A] thoughtful, layered graphic novel... The result is sublime: a breezy-reading rumination on the promise
and the problemsinherent in graphic novels' complicated history, and the power the creator holds in shaping
the medium’ s future.”

- Aaron Ragan-Fore, Eugene Weekly

“Zabel embarks on ajourney... [that] transcends the classic cautionary 'be careful what you wish for' tale,
reflecting on gender politics in comics and how they intersect with fantasy.”
- Hillary Brown, Paste

“Sam Zabel and the Magic Penis, like Hicksville, a meta-comic, a story about what it means to construct and
share fictions made out of panels, captions, pictures and words; like Hicksville, it presents a secret history

of what comics could or should have been. ... Sam Zabel is, mostly, a thoughtful delight, a celebration of
Horrocks' s chosen medium, with powerful supporting characters helpfully present to save the day...”

- Stephen Burt, Rain Taxi

“It may sound very cerebral, but the energy and excitement of the storytelling makes Sam’ s artistically
enlightening experience a thrilling adventure for the reader. ...[T]his graphic novel looks at how erotic
imagery produced through the male gaze has evolved over the past century, but it never lets the intell ectual
elements get in the way of the fun. And thisbook isaLOT of fun... Sam Zabel And The Magic Pen may
contain nudity and (not particularly graphic) sexual content, but it's a great title for teen readers, offering
valuable insights about the process of creation and the artist’s ability to challenge or reinforce socia ideals.”
- Oliver Sava, The A.V. Club

“More Calvino than Borges... The story moves vertiginously between fantasy worlds, as Horrocks stages
confrontations between comics' pulpy and frequently sexist past, and the more female-friendly webcomics
and manga of present-day practice. ...[T]he book’s real achievement isin the way it manages to be both
besotted and furious with cartooning’ s speckled history — plus be newly impassioned about the future of
comics.”

- Sean Roger s, The Globe and Mail



“Rampant self-doubt and other real-world obstacles so often encountered by creative types temper the
vintage sci-fi weirdnessin Sam Zabel and the Magic Pen. ...[l]n artful page layouts and awell-built
framework for his observations, Horrocks' deep love for comicsis... apparent in Sam Zabel.”

- Dominic Umile, Washington City Paper

“...[W]onderful, and there's nowhere near enough Dylan Horrocks work in the world.”
- Kurt Busiek (Astro City, The Autumnlands)

“...[A] story that's fun, but ultimately reaffirms the importance of fantasy and escape in our lives. Sam Zabel
is funny and thoughtful, moving and beautiful, and much like Horrocks first book, is athoughtful meditation
on the comics form.”

- Alex Dueben, Comic Book Resources

“...Sam Zabel and the Magic Pen shows that when the loop of creation to appreciation is complete?and better
still if the creative energy spins out on its own unpredictable orbit?that the relationship between audience and
artist carriesits own sort of eldritch power.”

- Evan Nar cisse, Kotaku

“...[H]aving abook like this again reminds me as to why Horrocks is one of the most important cartoonists
currently working in comics: hiswork is honest and often painful, permeating with a sense of heart and
warmth and love for the medium that isn’'t always so visible in the work of his contemporaries ... Sam Zabel
amost seems like a blueprint as to how we can take the stereotypical escapism overdone in the comics and
turn them once again into something of true, earnest value...”

- Matthew Meylikhov, Multiversity Comics

“...[A] fast-paced and multi-level fantasy adventure with a progressive viewpoint and a good-natured wit. In
Dylan Horrock’ s hands, literary criticism becomes exactly what it is advocating comicsto be and that’s a
precious feat. ... [The characters] bring forth one of the most unexpected, truest tear-jerkers | have ever seen
inacomic ?you'll get misty-eyed for them and for comics in the best possible sense.”

- John Seven, Vermicious

“Dylan Horrocks is amaster. The journey Sam Zabel takes through a magical comic book land is full of
references and tropes we all recognize but it also features amoral component that is so thoughtfully laid
down that the reader finds themself thinking about the implications for along time after finishing.”

- Aimee L 0Secco, 13th Dimension

“Sam Zabel and the Magic Pen... is amazing and wonderful. Asin Hicksville, the theme hereinvolves
fantasy, but with a more mature treatment, one reflective of today’ s comic reader. ... Theimages are
astounding. ... Horrocks really understands the visual language of comics and how much can be done with it.
...| found Sam Zabel and the Magic Pen incredibly inspiring. ... Only someone who knows and loves the
comic medium could criticize it this deeply and accurately.”

- Johanna Draper Carlson, Comics Worth Reading

About the Author

Dylan Horrocks livesin New Zealand with hiswife and two sons. He is the author of the award-winning
graphic novel Hicksville and the comic book series Pickle and Atlas, and has also written for DC Comics and
Vertigo, including Hunter: the Age of Magic and Batgirl.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Karen Horton:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Asit is known to usthat book isimportant issue to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Sam Zabel And The Magic Pen
will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Rick Briones:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Sam Zabel
And The Magic Pen.

John Harris:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Sam
Zabel And The Magic Pen your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in ae-
book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The Sam Zabel
And The Magic Pen giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point
isyour body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Violet Jarréell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou have to know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update with regards to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this
Sam Zabel And The Magic Pen.
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