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The 1947 UN resolution to partition Palestine irrevocably changed the political
landscape of the Middle East, giving rise to six full-fledged wars between Arabs
and Jews, countless armed clashes, blockades, and terrorism, as well as a
profound shattering of Palestinian Arab society. Its origins, and that of the wider
Arab-Israeli conflict, are deeply rooted in Jewish-Arab confrontation and
appropriation in Palestine. But the isolated occasions of violence during the
British Mandate era (1920–48) suggest that the majority of Palestinian Arabs
yearned to live and thrive under peaceful coexistence with the evolving Jewish
national enterprise. So what was the real cause of the breakdown in relations
between the two communities?

In this brave and groundbreaking book, Efraim Karsh tells the story from both
the Arab and Jewish perspectives. He argues that from the early 1920s onward, a
corrupt and extremist leadership worked toward eliminating the Jewish national
revival and protecting its own interests. Karsh has mined many of the Western,
Soviet, UN, and Israeli documents declassified over the past decade, as well as
unfamiliar Arab sources, to reveal what happened behind the scenes on both
Palestinian and Jewish sides. It is an arresting story of delicate political and
diplomatic maneuvering by leading figures—Ben Gurion, Hajj Amin Husseini,
Abdel Rahman Azzam, King Abdullah, Bevin, and Truman —over the years
leading up to partition, through the slide to war and its enduring consequences.
Palestine Betrayed is vital reading for understanding the origin of disputes that
remain crucial today.
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The 1947 UN resolution to partition Palestine irrevocably changed the political landscape of the Middle East,
giving rise to six full-fledged wars between Arabs and Jews, countless armed clashes, blockades, and
terrorism, as well as a profound shattering of Palestinian Arab society. Its origins, and that of the wider
Arab-Israeli conflict, are deeply rooted in Jewish-Arab confrontation and appropriation in Palestine. But the
isolated occasions of violence during the British Mandate era (1920–48) suggest that the majority of
Palestinian Arabs yearned to live and thrive under peaceful coexistence with the evolving Jewish national
enterprise. So what was the real cause of the breakdown in relations between the two communities?

In this brave and groundbreaking book, Efraim Karsh tells the story from both the Arab and Jewish
perspectives. He argues that from the early 1920s onward, a corrupt and extremist leadership worked toward
eliminating the Jewish national revival and protecting its own interests. Karsh has mined many of the
Western, Soviet, UN, and Israeli documents declassified over the past decade, as well as unfamiliar Arab
sources, to reveal what happened behind the scenes on both Palestinian and Jewish sides. It is an arresting
story of delicate political and diplomatic maneuvering by leading figures—Ben Gurion, Hajj Amin Husseini,
Abdel Rahman Azzam, King Abdullah, Bevin, and Truman —over the years leading up to partition, through
the slide to war and its enduring consequences. Palestine Betrayed is vital reading for understanding the
origin of disputes that remain crucial today.
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Editorial Review

Review
"'Ephraim Karsh's Palestine Betrayed tells in rich detail the story of the fall of the British Mandate and the
rise of Israel, going a long way towards doing justice to the history at hand.' (Seth Frantzman, Jerusalem
Post) 'A thoroughly researched, sound historical account of the struggles that ensued between the Jewish and
Arab communities when the British decided to leave Palestine.' (Sol Schindler, Washington Times)"

About the Author

Efraim Karsh is professor and head of the Middle East and Mediterranean Studies Programme, King's
College London. His books include Islamic Imperialism: A History; The Arab-Israeli Conflict: The Palestine
War, 1948; Saddam Hussein: A Political Biography; and Empires of the Sand: The Struggle for Mastery in
the Middle East, 1789-1923. He lives in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lawrence Howe:

With other case, little persons like to read book Palestine Betrayed. You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Palestine Betrayed. You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Larry Parker:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact just their can do
in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need that Palestine Betrayed to read.

Miriam Ellis:

This Palestine Betrayed book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Palestine
Betrayed without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't



possibly be worry Palestine Betrayed can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come
to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Palestine Betrayed
having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Carol Smith:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Palestine Betrayed book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Palestine Betrayed as good book not simply by the cover
but also by content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing
yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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