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All adult speakers in Western cultures have life stories argues Charlotte Linde,
and the ways in which these life stories are formed and exchanged with others
have a powerful effect on all of us. Life stories express our sense of self, who we
are and how we got that way. According to Linde, we also use these stories to
show that our lives can be understood as coherent, and to assert or negotiate
group membership. These life stories take part in the highest level of social
constructions, since they are built on cultural assumptions about what is expected
in a life, what the norms for a successful life are, and what common or special
belief systems are necessary to establish coherence. The life story, illuminated by
this engrossing study, is a form of everyday discourse which has not previously
been precisely defined or studied. It is an oral, discontinuous unit, consisting of
stories which are retold in a variety of forms over a long period of time, and
which may be revised and changed as the speaker comes to drop old meanings
and add new ones to parts of the life story. The life story is a particularly rich and
important area for study, because it represents a crossroads of linguistic structure
and social practice. Linde's analysis is of importance to linguistics, as well as
having broader implications for anthropology, psychology, and sociology.
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All adult speakers in Western cultures have life stories argues Charlotte Linde, and the ways in which these
life stories are formed and exchanged with others have a powerful effect on all of us. Life stories express our
sense of self, who we are and how we got that way. According to Linde, we also use these stories to show
that our lives can be understood as coherent, and to assert or negotiate group membership. These life stories
take part in the highest level of social constructions, since they are built on cultural assumptions about what
is expected in a life, what the norms for a successful life are, and what common or special belief systems are
necessary to establish coherence. The life story, illuminated by this engrossing study, is a form of everyday
discourse which has not previously been precisely defined or studied. It is an oral, discontinuous unit,
consisting of stories which are retold in a variety of forms over a long period of time, and which may be
revised and changed as the speaker comes to drop old meanings and add new ones to parts of the life story.
The life story is a particularly rich and important area for study, because it represents a crossroads of
linguistic structure and social practice. Linde's analysis is of importance to linguistics, as well as having
broader implications for anthropology, psychology, and sociology.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An excellent example of interdisciplinary theory and research, and a lucid introduction to the study of
narrative. Linde bridges the neglected gap between rhetoric and the psychology of narrative. Really
delightful."--Andrew Garrison, Miami University

"Looks extremely interesting....Offers the opportunity to bridge some significant gaps in our understanding
of how our self schemas really function."--Elizabeth Weiss Ozorak, Allegheny College

"I have read Life Stories with much pleasure and enlightenment. It is a work that combines impressive
scholarship in several academic disciplines, and an insightful perspective on popular culture. It will make a
substantial contribution to several fields: linguistics, conversation analysis, discourse analysis, psychology,
anthropology, and sociology--and no doubt others as well."--Robin Lakoff, University of California,
Berkeley

"Charlotte Linde's book provides a useful exploration of life stories' structure and their implications for
larger issues."--Anthropological Linguistics

"Linde's provocative work will stimulate sociologists to rethink how sociological analyses can benefit from
the contributions of its cousin sociolinguistics and visa versa."--American Journal of Sociology

"Life Stories is a richly innovative study, packed with insights into the way we use stories to create and
maintain an identity over time. ...the book contains much that will interest a wide variety of readers, from
linguists, narratologists, and literary theorists, to sudents of autobiography and folklore. An imaginative,
stylishly written and boldly interdisciplinary study, Life Stories focuses our attention on a hitherto
unexplored mode of narrative discourse, throwing new light on the interconnections between self and
story."--Style

From the Back Cover
This sociological study explores how people create and exchange coherent life stories, and looks at the
psychological and social purposes behind them.

About the Author



Charlotte Linde is at Institute for Research on Learning.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joyce Cannon:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book Life Stories: The Creation of Coherence (Oxford Studies in
Sociolinguistics) ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Life Stories: The Creation of Coherence
(Oxford Studies in Sociolinguistics) is not only giving you more new information but also for being your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with the book Life Stories: The Creation of Coherence (Oxford Studies in Sociolinguistics). You
never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Mary Brunner:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Life Stories: The Creation of Coherence (Oxford Studies in Sociolinguistics) your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion
and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Life Stories: The Creation of Coherence
(Oxford Studies in Sociolinguistics) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a.
Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Donald Lewis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Life Stories: The Creation of
Coherence (Oxford Studies in Sociolinguistics) reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
hesitation Life Stories: The Creation of Coherence (Oxford Studies in Sociolinguistics) as good book but not
only by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its
deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Lucy Carson:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the



books in the top checklist in your reading list is Life Stories: The Creation of Coherence (Oxford Studies in
Sociolinguistics). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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