%@E@ Barnstorming America Stories from the
= otier __ Ploneers of Women's Basketball

By John Molina

Read Online ©

Barnstorming America Stories from the Pioneers of Women's Basketball By
John Molina

In an erawhen women had only recently been given the right to vote and the
Great Depression made jobs of any kind hard to come by, American women of
the 1930s faced an uphill battle when it came to accessing opportunities to work
outside the home.

About the same time, the relatively-new sport of basketball was gaining
popularity in America and its schools. Girls were allowed to play basketbal, too,
although the rules were modified to accommodate the lack of strength, stamina
and selflessness of the "weaker sex” attributes deemed necessary to play
basketball the way boys and men did. Many girls, however, excelled at
basketball, to the extent that they wanted to keep playing after finishing high
school. But apart from Amateur Athletic Union programs and the rare college
teams, organized basketball after high school was out of reach of most women.
Women's professional leagues were still four decades away from reality.

But in 1936, entrepreneur and visionary C.M. "Ole" Olson, aready in the
barnstorming basketball business with his own men's traveling team, felt that not
only were women ready to play basketball at a high level, but that people would
turn out in large numbers to pay to see them play. From his home basein
Cassville, Missouri, he recruited the best female basketball players he could find
and formed the All American Red Heads the very first women's professional
basketball team to hit America's roads and operate successfully. Playing against
men's teams by men's rules, the Red Heads barnstormed across America, playing
agrueling schedule of one-night stands and winning the vast majority of their
games. Other barnstorming women's teams joined the Red Heads as
barnstormers, including the Ozark Hill Billies, Arkansas Travelers, Texas
Cowagirls, Southern Belles and others. In the years and decades that followed,
these groundbreaking women dismantled the wall of gender stereotypes and
barriers regarding women, each victory over men taking another brick out of the
wall.

Barnstorming America Stories of the Pioneers of Women's Basketbal| tells the
story of the women who helped reshape America's attitudes toward women in
sports and paved the way for today's professional women's leagues. Award-
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winning historian and author John Molinainterviewed over 80 veterans of the
barnstorming wars and their families, recording their experiences both on and off
the court. The result is atreasure-trove of anecdotes and stories that paint a vivid

picture of life as a professional women s basketball player something almost
unthinkable before 1936.

i Download Barnstorming America Stories from the Pioneers of ...pdf

@ Read Online Barnstorming America Stories from the Pioneers o ...pdf



http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1942613563
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1942613563
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1942613563
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1942613563
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1942613563
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1942613563
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1942613563
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1942613563

Barnstorming America Stories from the Pioneers of Women's
Basketball

By John Molina

Barnstorming America Stories from the Pioneer s of Women's Basketball By John Molina

In an erawhen women had only recently been given the right to vote and the Great Depression made jobs of
any kind hard to come by, American women of the 1930s faced an uphill battle when it came to accessing
opportunities to work outside the home.

About the same time, the relatively-new sport of basketball was gaining popularity in Americaand its
schools. Girls were allowed to play basketball, too, athough the rules were modified to accommodate the
lack of strength, stamina and selflessness of the "weaker sex" attributes deemed necessary to play basketball
the way boys and men did. Many girls, however, excelled at basketball, to the extent that they wanted to
keep playing after finishing high school. But apart from Amateur Athletic Union programs and the rare
college teams, organized basketball after high school was out of reach of most women. Women's
professional leagues were still four decades away from reality.

But in 1936, entrepreneur and visionary C.M. "Ole" Olson, already in the barnstorming basketball business
with his own men's traveling team, felt that not only were women ready to play basketball at a high level, but
that people would turn out in large numbers to pay to see them play. From his home base in Cassville,
Missouri, he recruited the best female basketball players he could find and formed the All American Red
Heads the very first women's professional basketball team to hit America's roads and operate successfully.
Playing against men's teams by men's rules, the Red Heads barnstormed across America, playing agrueling
schedule of one-night stands and winning the vast mgjority of their games. Other barnstorming women's
teams joined the Red Heads as barnstormers, including the Ozark Hill Billies, Arkansas Travelers, Texas
Cowgirls, Southern Belles and others. In the years and decades that followed, these groundbreaking women
dismantled the wall of gender stereotypes and barriers regarding women, each victory over men taking
another brick out of the wall.

Barnstorming America Stories of the Pioneers of Women's Basketball tells the story of the women who

hel ped reshape America's attitudes toward women in sports and paved the way for today's professional
women's leagues. Award-winning historian and author John Molinainterviewed over 80 veterans of the
barnstorming wars and their families, recording their experiences both on and off the court. Theresultisa
treasure-trove of anecdotes and stories that paint avivid picture of life as a professional women s basketball
player something almost unthinkable before 1936.
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Editorial Review

Review

For the first timein history, the stories of basketball's First Ladies cometo life in John Molinas
Barnstorming America. Through their own words, tales of past gloriesfit neatly into the broader context of a
bygone era. These basketball barnstormers paved the way for today's modern game, and it is high time we
hear their stories and celebrate their victories. Barnstorming America is must-read material for any basketball
fan. --John L. Doleva, Naismith Memoria Basketball Hall of Fame President and CEO

Itis'A League of Their Own' mixed with abit of 'Forrest Gump' in chronicling American History and
Women's Basketball at the sametime. ... John Molina has taken hislove for the game and for those who gave
it their best and woven tales that are important to the fabric of women s basketball and women in our society
in general. A terrific piece! --Chris Voelz, Executive Director, The Collegiate Women Sports Awards The
Honda Cup

It is of paramount importance that we remember and honor the contributions of those who have come before
us, and that we reinforce the significant impact the game of women's basketball has had on individuals and
our society asawhole.

... We know that we stand on the shoulders of giants. Thank you, John, for sharing these priceless stories
with us. | loved the book! --Danielle M. Donehew, Executive Director, Women's Basketball Coaches
Association

About the Author

John Molinagrew up playing in the tobacco and corn fields on the Connecticut River Valley in South
Glastonbury, Connecticut. Upon graduation from high school he attended Sterling College in Vermont
before heading to Idaho to become a'Hotshot' forest firefighter in the Rocky Mountains.

Upon returning to Connecticut he went back to school and ended up working in computers becoming a
systems analyst. During thistime, he met and married the love of hislife, Roxanne. John and Roxanne were
busy raising their family when John became involved in the history of women's basketball. All-American
and Olympian Carolyn (C.J.) Jones would become friends of the family and serve as additional inspiration to
learn about the history of women's basketball.

John started off doing local exhibitions with artifacts he had collected over the years. He moved on to doing
exhibitions at the NCAA Regional Finals and Final Four, aswell as at colleges and other venues. He became
Historian of the National Women's Basketball League for three years, and even had his own columnin a
short-lived women's basketbal| magazine.

He has been inducted into the Connecticut Women's Basketball Hall of Fame (2007), New England
Basketball Hall of Fame (2013) and was on stage with the All American Red Heads when they were
inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame (2012).

John and Roxanne have three children Sandra, C.J. and Rebecca Lee. They reside in Rocky Hill, Connecticut
and enjoy down time on the shores of Maine.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Stephan Stephens:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they're still students or that for all peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't wish do
that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Barnstorming America Stories from the
Pioneers of Women's Basketball. All type of book isit possible to see on many options. Y ou can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Aaron Eldred:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We al know that that
book is very important for people. The book Barnstorming America Stories from the Pioneers of Women's
Basketball had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Barnstorming America Stories from the Pioneers of
Women's Basketball is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you
sense bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book
Barnstorming America Stories from the Pioneers of Women's Basketball. Y ou never really feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Glenn Stops:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Barnstorming
America Stories from the Pioneers of Women's Basketball suitable to you? The actual book was written by
well known writer in this era. The book untitled Barnstorming America Stories from the Pioneers of
Women's Basketballis the main of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired lots of peoplein the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Jesse Williams:;

The book with title Barnstorming America Stories from the Pioneers of Women's Basketball has alot of
information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside
new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.
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