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The most readable and comprehensive guide to enjoying over five hundred years
of classical music -- from Gregorian chants, Johann Sebastian Bach, and
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart to Johannes Brahms, Igor Stravinsky, John Cage,
and beyond.

The Vintage Guide to Classical Music is a lively -- and opinionated -- musical
history and an insider's key to the personalities, epochs, and genres of the
Western classical tradition. Among its features:
-- chronologically arranged essays on nearly 100 composers, from Guillaume de
Machaut (ca. 1300-1377) to Aaron Copland (1900-1990), that combine
biography with detailed analyses of the major works while assessing their role in
the social, cultural, and political climate of their times;
-- informative sidebars that clarify broader topics such as melody, polyphony,
atonality, and the impact of the early-music movement;
-- a glossary of musical terms, from a cappella to woodwinds;
-- a step-by-step guide to building a great classical music library.

Written with wit and a clarity that both musical experts and beginners can
appreciate, The Vintage Guide to Classical Music is an invaluable source-book
for music lovers everywhere.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap
The most readable and comprehensive guide to enjoying over five hundred years of classical music -- from
Gregorian chants, Johann Sebastian Bach, and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart to Johannes Brahms, Igor
Stravinsky, John Cage, and beyond.
The Vintage Guide to Classical Music is a lively -- and opinionated -- musical history and an insider's key to
the personalities, epochs, and genres of the Western classical tradition. Among its features:
-- chronologically arranged essays on nearly 100 composers, from Guillaume de Machaut (ca. 1300-1377) to
Aaron Copland (1900-1990), that combine biography with detailed analyses of the major works while
assessing their role in the social, cultural, and political climate of their times;
-- informative sidebars that clarify broader topics such as melody, polyphony, atonality, and the impact of the
early-music movement;
-- a glossary of musical terms, from a cappella to woodwinds;
-- a step-by-step guide to building a great classical music library.
Written with wit and a clarity that both musical experts and beginners can appreciate, The Vintage Guide to
Classical Music is an invaluable source-book for music lovers everywhere.

About the Author
Composer and writer Jan Swafford received degrees from Harvard and the Yale School of Music; his work
has been played throughout the United States and abroad. Among his awards are an NEA Composers Grant,
a Tanglewood Fellowship and a Mellon Faculty Fellowship at Harvard.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Boyd:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Vintage Guide to Classical Music: An
Indispensable Guide for Understanding and Enjoying Classical Music book since this book offers you rich
data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as
you know.

Teressa Fernandez:

The guide untitled The Vintage Guide to Classical Music: An Indispensable Guide for Understanding and
Enjoying Classical Music is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, so the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Vintage
Guide to Classical Music: An Indispensable Guide for Understanding and Enjoying Classical Music from the



publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Kathryn Richardson:

The guide with title The Vintage Guide to Classical Music: An Indispensable Guide for Understanding and
Enjoying Classical Music has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after
read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented
the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the
world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on
the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Ronald Ybarra:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book The Vintage Guide to Classical Music: An Indispensable Guide for Understanding and
Enjoying Classical Music we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative
person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life with that book The Vintage Guide to Classical Music: An Indispensable
Guide for Understanding and Enjoying Classical Music. You can more inviting than now.
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