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The Shakers, once aradical religious sect whose members were despised and
harassed by their fellow Americans, have in recent years become
celebrated—and sentimentalized—for their communal way of life, the simplicity
of their worship, their belief in celibacy, pacifism, and equality of the sexes, and
not least, their superb furniture and handicrafts. This monumental book isthe
first genera history of the Shakers from their originsin eighteenth-century
England to the present day.

Drawing on written and oral testimony by Shakers over the past two centuries,
Stephen J. Stein offers afull and often revisionist account of the movement: their
charismatic leaders, the early yearsin revolutionary New Y ork and New
England, the expansion into the West, the maturation and growth of the sect
before the Civil War, the decline in their fortunes after the war, the painful
adjustments to society Shakers had to make during the first half of the twentieth
century, the renaissance of interest after 1950, and the “forbidden topic” within
contemporary Shakerism—the conflict between the two remaining villages at
Canterbury, New Hampshire, and Sabbathday Lake, Maine. Stein provides many
new interpretations of the Shaker experience. He reassesses the role of founder
Ann Lee, emphasizes the impact of the western Shaker settlements on the course
of the society’ s history, and describes the variety of cultural enterprises that have
obscured the religious and historical dimensions of the Shakers. Throughout
Stein places the Shaker experience within the wider context of American life and
shows how the movement has evolved to deal with changing times. Shattering
the romantic myth that has been perpetuated about the quaint and peaceful
Shakers, Stein portrays agroup that is factious, practical, and fully human.
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The Shakers, once aradical religious sect whose members were despised and harassed by their fellow
Americans, have in recent years become cel ebrated—and sentimentalized—for their communal way of life,
the simplicity of their worship, their belief in celibacy, pacifism, and equality of the sexes, and not least, their
superb furniture and handicrafts. This monumental book is the first general history of the Shakers from their
origins in eighteenth-century England to the present day.

Drawing on written and oral testimony by Shakers over the past two centuries, Stephen J. Stein offers afull
and often revisionist account of the movement: their charismatic leaders, the early yearsin revolutionary
New York and New England, the expansion into the West, the maturation and growth of the sect before the
Civil War, the decline in their fortunes after the war, the painful adjustments to society Shakers had to make
during the first half of the twentieth century, the renaissance of interest after 1950, and the “forbidden topic”
within contemporary Shakerism—the conflict between the two remaining villages at Canterbury, New
Hampshire, and Sabbathday Lake, Maine. Stein provides many new interpretations of the Shaker experience.
He reassesses the role of founder Ann Lee, emphasizes the impact of the western Shaker settlements on the
course of the society’ s history, and describes the variety of cultural enterprises that have obscured the
religious and historical dimensions of the Shakers. Throughout Stein places the Shaker experience within the
wider context of American life and shows how the movement has evolved to deal with changing times.
Shattering the romantic myth that has been perpetuated about the quaint and peaceful Shakers, Stein portrays
agroup that isfactious, practical, and fully human.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Stephen J. Stein is professor of religious studies, adjunct professor of history, and chair of the Department
of Religious Studies at Indiana University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dominique Fletcher:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they're still students or thisfor all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book The Shaker Experiencein
America: A History of the United Society of Believers. All type of book isit possible to see on many
options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Stacy Vincent:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Shaker Experiencein America: A History of
the United Society of Believers was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve The Shaker Experiencein America: A
History of the United Society of Believersis not only giving you far more new information but also to be
your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship while using book The Shaker Experience in America: A History of the United Society of
Believers. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

David Barr:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the ideafor awhileis
reading. Y eah, by reading areserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of The Shaker Experience
in America: A History of the United Society of Believers book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.



Wedley Jerkins:

Now aday those who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through abook can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Shaker
Experiencein America: A History of the United Society of Believers book as this book offers you rich facts
and knowledge. Of course the datain this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.
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