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Christine Mitchell Havelock's book takes a much- needed new look at some of
the most famous icons of Western art: the nude statues that the Greeks produced
to represent Aphrodite. The Aphrodite of Knidos, by master sculptor Praxiteles,
is the leading example of this form. Other statues include the Capitoline and
Medici Venuses, the Crouching Aphrodite and the Aphrodite of Melos--all of
them indebted to Praxiteles.
The author analyzes the meaning of the pose of the Aphrodite of Knidos, the
significance of her nudity, and her architectural setting. A survey of the statue's
reception and interpretation in Greek, Roman, and modern times offers an
entirely new perspective on this major work of art.
Among topics examined are Praxiteles' reported use of his mistress Phryne as his
model, the "pudica gesture," and the importance of small-scale versions of statues
for dating the larger sculptures. The author also considers the function and
religious significance of the small statues, and she includes the cultural context
offered by the erotic poetry of Propertius and Ovid, two Roman poets who were
fascinated by the robing and disrobing of their mistresses.
The Aphrodite of Knidos is a highly readable, broad-based volume of interest to
anyone familiar with classical art and the ancient world.
Christine Mitchell Havelock is Professor Emerita of Art History and Curator of
the Classical Art Collection at Vassar College. She has written and lectured
widely on Greek art.
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Christine Mitchell Havelock's book takes a much- needed new look at some of the most famous icons of
Western art: the nude statues that the Greeks produced to represent Aphrodite. The Aphrodite of Knidos, by
master sculptor Praxiteles, is the leading example of this form. Other statues include the Capitoline and
Medici Venuses, the Crouching Aphrodite and the Aphrodite of Melos--all of them indebted to Praxiteles.
The author analyzes the meaning of the pose of the Aphrodite of Knidos, the significance of her nudity, and
her architectural setting. A survey of the statue's reception and interpretation in Greek, Roman, and modern
times offers an entirely new perspective on this major work of art.
Among topics examined are Praxiteles' reported use of his mistress Phryne as his model, the "pudica
gesture," and the importance of small-scale versions of statues for dating the larger sculptures. The author
also considers the function and religious significance of the small statues, and she includes the cultural
context offered by the erotic poetry of Propertius and Ovid, two Roman poets who were fascinated by the
robing and disrobing of their mistresses.
The Aphrodite of Knidos is a highly readable, broad-based volume of interest to anyone familiar with
classical art and the ancient world.
Christine Mitchell Havelock is Professor Emerita of Art History and Curator of the Classical Art Collection
at Vassar College. She has written and lectured widely on Greek art.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An accessibly written treatment of the lost archetype of some of the most familiar images in Western
culture, including the so-called 'Venus de Milo' and Botticelli's 'Birth of Venus.'" - Times Literary
Supplement "All students of the classical and womanhood in general will enjoy this book - if they can take a
little titillation." - Choice"

From the Back Cover
Christine Mitchell Havelock's book takes a much-needed new look at some of the most famous icons of
Western art: the nude statues of the Greeks produced to represent Aphrodite. The Aphrodite of Knidos, by
master sculptor Praxiteles, is the leading example of this form. The author analyzes the meaning of the pose
of the Aphrodite of Knidos, the significance of her nudity, and her architectural setting. A survey of the
statue's reception and interpretation in Greek, Roman, and modern times offers an entirely new perspective
on this major work of art. Among topics examined are Praxiteles' reported use of his mistress Phryne as his
model, the "pudica gesture", and the importance of small-scale versions of statues for dating the larger
sculptures. The author also considers the function and religious significance of the small statues, and she
includes the cultural context offered by the erotic poetry of Propertius and Ovid, two Latin poets who were
fascinated by the robing and disrobing of their mistresses.

About the Author
Christine Mitchell Havelock is Professor Emerita of Art History and Curator of the Classical Art Collection
at Vassar College. She has written and lectured widely on Greek art.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arturo McDaniel:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book The Aphrodite of Knidos and Her Successors: A
Historical Review of the Female Nude in Greek Art. You can choose the best book if you love reading a
book. As long as we know about how is important any book The Aphrodite of Knidos and Her Successors: A
Historical Review of the Female Nude in Greek Art. You can add knowledge and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Irma Huges:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The Aphrodite of Knidos and Her Successors: A Historical Review of the Female Nude in Greek Art the
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one



type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The The Aphrodite of Knidos and Her
Successors: A Historical Review of the Female Nude in Greek Art giving you a different experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now
let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you
are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare
time activity?

Laura Ide:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Aphrodite of Knidos and
Her Successors: A Historical Review of the Female Nude in Greek Art which is finding the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

William Hill:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra The Aphrodite of Knidos and Her
Successors: A Historical Review of the Female Nude in Greek Art.
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