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A renowned historian and Resistance fighter ? later executed by the Nazis ? analyzes at first hand why
France fell in 1940.

Marc Bloch wrote Strange Defeat during the three months following the fall of France, after he returned
home from military service. In the midst of his anguish, he nevertheless "brought to his study of the crisis all
the critical faculty and all the penetrating analysis of a first-rate historian" (Christian Science Monitor).
Bloch takes a close look at the military failures he witnessed, examining why France was unable to respond
to attack quickly and effectively. He gives a personal account of the battle of France, followed by a biting
analysis of the generation between the wars. His harsh conclusion is that the immediate cause of the disaster
was the utter incompetence of the High Command, but his analysis ranges broadly, appraising all the factors,
social as well as military, which since 1870 had undermined French national solidarity. "Much has been, and
will be, written in explanation of the defeat of France in 1940, but it seems unlikely that the truth of the
matter will ever be more accurately and more vividly presented than in this statement of evidence." ? P. J.
Philip, New York Times Book Review "The most wisdom-packed commentary on the problem set [before] all
intelligent and patriotic Frenchmen by the events of 1940." ? D. W. Brogan, Spectator
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Editorial Review

Review
Much has been, and will be, written in explanation of the defeat of France in 1940, but it seems unlikely that
the truth of the matter will ever be more accurately and more vividly presented than in this statement of
evidence. -- P. J. Philip, New York Times Book Review

The most wisdom-packed commentary on the problem set [before] all intelligent and patriotic Frenchmen by
the events of 1940. -- D. W. Brogan, Spectator

About the Author
Marc Bloch was a French historian who cofounded the Annales School of French social history. He was
captured and shot by the Gestapo in 1944 for his work with the French Resistance.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lori Barnes:

This book untitled Strange Defeat to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when
you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store
or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
publication from your list.

Robert Younger:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Strange Defeat provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Joseph Alderete:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many
books in the top list in your reading list is Strange Defeat. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines
can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get
many advantages.



Scott Padilla:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Strange Defeat to make your current reading
is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be
very first opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Strange Defeat can to be
your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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