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Charlie'sfather is dead, and although his mother insists he stay in school, Charlie
has no patience for the classroom. All he wants isto make money, to give his
mother and baby brother a better life. So when he catches the eye of Squizzy
Taylor, anotorious mobster, and is offered ajob as Squizzy's courier, it doesn't
take Charlie long to accept—even if he hasto go against his own mother's
wishes.

At first, the job's a thrill—running with messages, illegal liquor, whatever
Squizzy orders. It fills Charlie with power. But then come the not-so-savory parts
of thejob. Collecting Squizzy's debts. Dodging Squizzy's enemies. The very real
dangers of the streets. And at some point Charlie has to ask himself—how long
before running for a better life means cutting his life short?
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Charlie's father is dead, and although his mother insists he stay in school, Charlie has no patience for the
classroom. All he wantsis to make money, to give his mother and baby brother a better life. So when he
catches the eye of Squizzy Taylor, a notorious mobster, and is offered ajob as Squizzy's courier, it doesn't
take Charlie long to accept—even if he hasto go against his own mother's wishes.

At first, the job's a thrill—running with messages, illegal liquor, whatever Squizzy orders. It fills Charlie
with power. But then come the not-so-savory parts of the job. Collecting Squizzy's debts. Dodging Squizzy's
enemies. The very real dangers of the streets. And at some point Charlie has to ask himself—how long
before running for a better life means cutting his life short?
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Grade 5-8—Charlie Feehan, 16, stuffs the holes in his boots with newspaper and runs through the streets of
Melbourne, in 1919, to escape the cold and sadness in his mother's tiny flat since his father died. When the
city's most notorious gangster, Squizzy Taylor, offers the teen a paying job as arunner, he secretly quits
school and takes to the streets, delivering illegal liquor and collecting money for his boss. Vowing to surprise
his mother with money to ease her burden, Charlie ignores obvious dangers. Teamed up with "Nostrils," he
cowardly runs away from a gang one night, leaving the boy behind to be brutally beaten. Shaken, Charlie
quitstheillegal running and listens to his neighbor Mr. Redmond, who offersto train him to run for a purse
in the Bellarat footraces. Betting hisill-gotten gains on himself, Charlie wins and uses the money to help
Nostrils, who is now on crutches. Rich dialogue in Australian dialect creates a colorful picture of the
historical urban setting, suspenseful plot, and warm characterizations. Minor figures are as well developed as
the protagonist, and readers will enjoy Nostrils and his football-obsessed father, Charlie's budding romance
with the baker's daughter, and the flamboyant Squizzy and his motherly girlfriend. Add this one to adventure
collections or bibliographies about Prohibition.—Vicki Reutter, Cazenovia High School, NY

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

In 1919, in the working-class slums of Richmond, Australia, 15-year-old Charlie and his mother shiver
through their first winter since Charlie's father died. Looking for warmth and an outlet for his grief, Charlie
sets off on nighttime runs that attract the attention of alocal gangster. Soon, Charlie is running booze and
collecting debts for the local Mob. After the gang warfare heats up and his best friend is severely wounded,
Charlie uses his athletic talents to pursue a more honorable path. Charlie's nostalgic voice occasionally veers
into cliche--"The sleazy streets seduced me, and, like a moth to the flame, | gladly surrendered”--and the
colorful cast includes the stereotypical characters of a gangster film. Still, the witty wise-guy patter and the
thrilling running scenes deftly balance the grim survival of poverty, and readers will be easily drawn into the
old-fashioned, heart-tugging tale of aboy overcoming extraordinary odds. A glossary of Australian slang and
anote explaining historical references are appended. Gillian Engberg

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Rabert Newton has published several other young adult novelsin Australia. Heis afull-time firefighter, and
livesin Melbourne with his wife and two daughters.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
L ouis Vasquez:

The book Runner can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Runner? Several of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are
ableto share all of these. Book Runner has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big
function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

wonderful.

Jose Wilson:

The publication untitled Runner is the book that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The author was did alot of research when write the book, therefore the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of Runner from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy freetime.

Christy McCurry:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work is difficult
job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer may be Runner why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to
the content will not disappoint a person. Theinside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jennifer Chambers:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose the book Runner to make your reading is interesting. Y our
personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book
to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It isto be 1st
opinion for you to like to available abook and study it. Beside that the e-book Runner can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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