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This theoretical study guides the reader through some of Shakespeare’s most
emotionally turbulent dramatic worlds, offering a close examination of the
fascinating emotional rhetoric employed by several key characters. These
characters manipulate others – and sometimes even themselves – using a device
broadly known in the terminology of rhetoric as ‘emotional appeal’. Although
Shakespeare displays immense interest in the human passions and makes
frequent use of the tools of classical rhetoric, this study presents the first
systematic inquiry into the emotional component of rhetoric in his drama.
The book also offers the reader a broad perspective on Shakespearean drama by
highlighting diverse characters who embody the human tendency to worship
reason and rationalise reality. In contrast to those ‘emotionally intelligent’
characters who acknowledge the crucial power of emotion in life and their
inability to neutralise it, other characters deny this reality. Ironically, it is
precisely those who deny emotion and obsessively seek rationality that
eventually fall victim to their own intense passion, in some cases in response to
emotional appeals from others.
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This theoretical study guides the reader through some of Shakespeare’s most emotionally turbulent dramatic
worlds, offering a close examination of the fascinating emotional rhetoric employed by several key
characters. These characters manipulate others – and sometimes even themselves – using a device broadly
known in the terminology of rhetoric as ‘emotional appeal’. Although Shakespeare displays immense interest
in the human passions and makes frequent use of the tools of classical rhetoric, this study presents the first
systematic inquiry into the emotional component of rhetoric in his drama.
The book also offers the reader a broad perspective on Shakespearean drama by highlighting diverse
characters who embody the human tendency to worship reason and rationalise reality. In contrast to those
‘emotionally intelligent’ characters who acknowledge the crucial power of emotion in life and their inability
to neutralise it, other characters deny this reality. Ironically, it is precisely those who deny emotion and
obsessively seek rationality that eventually fall victim to their own intense passion, in some cases in response
to emotional appeals from others.
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About the Author
The Author: Omry Smith teaches Shakespearean drama and play analysis in the Department of Theatre
Studies at the University of Haifa. He received his Ph.D. in theatre studies from Tel-Aviv University, where
his thesis focused on Shakespeare’s dramatic use of emotional appeal. He is a graduate of the Nissan Nativ
Acting Studio, Jerusalem, and is actively engaged in theoretical research through acting and translating
plays.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joan Stauffer:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled
Reason Not: Emotional Appeal in Shakespeare’s Drama? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Richard Dutton:

Here thing why this particular Reason Not: Emotional Appeal in Shakespeare’s Drama are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Reason Not: Emotional Appeal in Shakespeare’s Drama
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is
no publication that similar with Reason Not: Emotional Appeal in Shakespeare’s Drama. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home
by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Reason Not: Emotional
Appeal in Shakespeare’s Drama in e-book can be your choice.

Felecia Holst:

The reserve with title Reason Not: Emotional Appeal in Shakespeare’s Drama posesses a lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of
the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Christina Harper:

Reason Not: Emotional Appeal in Shakespeare’s Drama can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Reason Not: Emotional
Appeal in Shakespeare’s Drama however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well
as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.
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