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Why would a country strongly influenced by Buddhism's reverence for life allow
legalized, widely used abortion? Equally puzzling to many Westerners is the
Japanese practice of mizuko rites, in which the parents of aborted fetuses pray for
the well-being of these rejected "lives." In this provocative investigation, William
LaFleur examines abortion as a window on the culture and ethics of Japan. At the
same time he contributes to the Western debate on abortion, exploring how the
Japanese resolve their conflicting emotions privately and avoid the pro-life/pro-
choice politics that sharply divide Americans on the issue.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a first-rate cross-cultural study, taking the reader to the heart of another society's beliefs and
practices."--Mark Archer, The Sunday Telegraph

"Both Buddhism and abortion flourish in modern Japan: the link between them is death. William LaFleur
explains how this has come about, and in doing so provides an unusual insight into the character of modern
Japan, where death is a big-money operation both for medicine and for religion."--Thomas Crump, London
Review of Books

"Objective, informed, observant, and imaginative. William LaFleur not only enlarges our knowledge, he also
uses his single topic to illuminate a broad and fundamental feature of Japanese society itself."--Donald
Richie, Japan Times Weekly

About the Author
William R. LaFleur is Professor of Japanese and the Joseph B. Glossberg Term Professor of Humanities at
the University of Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Aviles:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Liquid Life: Abortion and
Buddhism in Japan. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Laura Dupont:

The publication untitled Liquid Life: Abortion and Buddhism in Japan is the publication that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Liquid Life: Abortion and Buddhism in Japan from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.



Jose Crawford:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Liquid Life: Abortion and Buddhism in Japan can be
good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Cassandra Harvey:

The book untitled Liquid Life: Abortion and Buddhism in Japan contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the
new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.
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