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Senior year is flying by, the prom is approaching, and Dana, her best friend,
Avra, and Avra's boyfriend, Emil, are about to encounter the pains and pleasures
of that intricate beehive called adult life. While Dana plans on college, Avra plots
escape once school is over?and plans to take Emil along for the ride. What does
Emil want? He's not saying. Dana studies bees for a biology project, fascinated
by their habits and their mythological imagery – but in real life, emotions can
sting, and while two's company, these three may just become a crowd. As Dana
reminds us, in every hive there is only one queen bee.

With remarkably textured language and a distinctive heroine, Kissing the Bee is a
novel of rare depth and stark honesty that will draw readers in from the very first
page.

Kissing the Bee is a 2008 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.
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Senior year is flying by, the prom is approaching, and Dana, her best friend, Avra, and Avra's boyfriend,
Emil, are about to encounter the pains and pleasures of that intricate beehive called adult life. While Dana
plans on college, Avra plots escape once school is over?and plans to take Emil along for the ride. What does
Emil want? He's not saying. Dana studies bees for a biology project, fascinated by their habits and their
mythological imagery – but in real life, emotions can sting, and while two's company, these three may just
become a crowd. As Dana reminds us, in every hive there is only one queen bee.

With remarkably textured language and a distinctive heroine, Kissing the Bee is a novel of rare depth and
stark honesty that will draw readers in from the very first page.

Kissing the Bee is a 2008 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Captures first love's exquisite, earth-shattering joy and the struggle and thrill that come with claiming one's
own life.” ?Starred, Booklist

“Her understated, tightly focused language evokes vivid scenes and heady emotions...each line of dialogue,
each interaction illuminating struggles that readers face as well.” ?Starred, Publisher's Weekly

“Teens who have suffered their own stings will appreciate Koja's honest and hopeful rendering.” ?Bulletin
for the Center for Children's Books

“...a short but rich psychological exploration of the intense complexities of frienship and love in a teen
world.” ?School Library Journal

“This is a beautiful novel about relationships.” ?Publishers Weekly, ShelfTalker

“Readers will find it hard to pry themselves away from this brilliantly written story...A must read for young
romantics.” ?IRA

About the Author

KATHE KOJA is the author of several notable books for young adults, including The Blue Mirror and
Buddha Boy, both ALA Best Books for Young Adults, and, most recently, Going Under. She lives near
Detroit, Michigan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Kiser:

The book Kissing the Bee can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must
we leave the good thing like a book Kissing the Bee? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Kissing the Bee has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Willie McCorkle:

This Kissing the Bee book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get



facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This Kissing the Bee
without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always
be worry Kissing the Bee can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Kissing the Bee having fine
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Gary Simms:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. Kissing the Bee can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have
those short time problems.

Catherine Estey:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Kissing the Bee is simple bringing
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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