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The 1931 International Colonial Exposition in Paris was a demonstration of
French colonial policy, colonial architecture and urban planning, and the
scientific and philosophical theories that justified colonialism. The Exposition
displayed the people, materia culture, raw materials, manufactured goods, and
arts of the global colonial empires. Y et the event gave a contradictory message of
the colonies asthe "Orient” -- the site of rampant sensuality, decadence, and
irrationality -- and as the laboratory of Western rationality. In Hybrid
Modernities, Patricia Morton shows how the Exposition failed to keep
colonialism's two spheres separate, instead creating hybrids of French and native
culture.At the Exposition, French pavilions demonstrated Europe's sophistication
in art deco style, while the colonia pavilions were "authentic" native
environments for displaying indigenous peoples and artifacts from the colonies.
The authenticity of these pavilions' exteriors was contradicted by vaguely exotic
interiors filled with didactic exhibition stands and dioramas. Intended to maintain
a segregation of colonized and colonizer, the colonial pavilionsinstead were
mixtures of European and native architecture.Anticolonial resistance erupted
around the Exposition in the form of protests, anticolonial tracts, and a
countercolonia exposition produced by the Surrealists. Thus the Exposition
occupied a"middle region" of experience where the norms, rules, and systems of
French colonialism both emerged and broke down, unsustainable because of their
internal contradictions. As Morton shows, the effort to segregate France and her
colonies failed, both at the Colonial Exposition and in greater France, because it
was constantly undermined by the hybrids that modern coloniaism itself
produced.
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The 1931 International Colonial Exposition in Paris was a demonstration of French colonial policy, colonial
architecture and urban planning, and the scientific and philosophical theories that justified colonialism. The
Exposition displayed the people, materia culture, raw materials, manufactured goods, and arts of the global
colonial empires. Y et the event gave a contradictory message of the colonies as the "Orient" -- the site of
rampant sensuality, decadence, and irrationality -- and as the laboratory of Western rationality. In Hybrid
Modernities, Patricia Morton shows how the Exposition failed to keep colonialism's two spheres separate,
instead creating hybrids of French and native culture.At the Exposition, French pavilions demonstrated
Europe's sophistication in art deco style, while the colonia pavilions were "authentic* native environments
for displaying indigenous peoples and artifacts from the colonies. The authenticity of these pavilions
exteriors was contradicted by vaguely exotic interiors filled with didactic exhibition stands and dioramas.
Intended to maintain a segregation of colonized and colonizer, the colonial pavilions instead were mixtures
of European and native architecture. Anticolonial resistance erupted around the Exposition in the form of
protests, anticolonial tracts, and a countercolonial exposition produced by the Surrealists. Thusthe
Exposition occupied a"middle region” of experience where the norms, rules, and systems of French
colonialism both emerged and broke down, unsustainable because of their internal contradictions. As Morton
shows, the effort to segregate France and her colonies failed, both at the Colonial Exposition and in greater
France, because it was constantly undermined by the hybrids that modern colonialism itself produced.
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Editorial Review
Review

In Hybrid Modernities Professor Patricia Morton combines architectural history and postcolonial theory in a
complex, richly nuanced account of that ever-fascinating spectacle, the 1931 Colonial Exposition in Paris.
The book adds a new dimension to the story of Greater France, and is must reading for all those interested in
imperial encounters and their legacies for the modern world.

(Tyler Stovall, Professor of History, University of California)
About the Author

Patricia A. Morton, an architectural historian, teaches in the Art History Department at the University of
Cdlifornia, Riverside.

Sheldon Zink, Ph.D., isa Senior Fellow and Director of the Program for Transplant Policy and Ethics at the
University of Pennsylvania Center for Bioethics. Sheis preparing a book about her experiencesas the
ethnographer and patient advocate for the recent clinicaltria for the total artificial heart.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Toni Bays:

Typically the book Hybrid Modernities: Architecture and Representation at the 1931 Colonial Exposition,
Paris (MIT Press) will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the
ideais very unigue. When you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Hybrid
Modernities: Architecture and Representation at the 1931 Colonial Exposition, Paris (MIT Press) is much
recommended to you to read. Y ou can aso get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Robert Sanders:

Hybrid Modernities: Architecture and Representation at the 1931 Colonial Exposition, Paris (MIT Press) can
be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving hig/her effort to get every word
into delight arrangement in writing Hybrid Modernities: Architecture and Representation at the 1931
Colonia Exposition, Paris (MIT Press) although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information



can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

David Betancourt:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Hybrid Modernities: Architecture and Representation
at the 1931 Colonial Exposition, Paris (MIT Press) why because the excellent cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Cesar Ford:

Y ou can find this Hybrid Modernities: Architecture and Representation at the 1931 Colonial Exposition,
Paris (MIT Press) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means
of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you
just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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