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“Whether you are drawn to this book because of in interest in media, social
problems, or domestic violence, reading it will help you better understand the
impact media stories have on our perceptions of social problems." That is how
Nancy Berns introduces her book. It is a work that unabashedly examines not
only domestic violence, but also the larger picture of how politics and processes
shape our responses to social problems. Framing the Victim also distinguishes
serious research from media, which promote entertainment, empowerment, and
drama.

This book is a must read for anyone concerned about our understanding and
response to social problems. Berns shows how victims of domestic violence are
molded to accord with the perspectives of the dominant media and how, as a
result, they are falsely blamed for a crime committed by another. She critiques
with insight the stories that emerge when social problems are formed by
guidelines that promote entertainment, victim empowerment, drama, inspiration,
and a political agenda. Berns also provides suggestions for constructing a social
problem that focuses less on the victim, and more on the abuser as well as the
cultural and social context within which violence is learned and tolerated.

This unique effort in communications studies indicates both the gains and the
losses in understanding reality from the prism of television talk shows, women's
magazines, and political magazines with a wide variety of agendas—other than
scientific— and how this large panoply of media blitzes serve to frame the
victim, in the sense of locating them and, more dangerously, typecasting them.
Berns fully appreciates how this emphasis on victims may have contributed to
useful outcomes for intervention and providing resources for victims; but there
remain serious barriers to achieving a public awareness of the larger context of
violence.
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“Whether you are drawn to this book because of in interest in media, social problems, or domestic violence,
reading it will help you better understand the impact media stories have on our perceptions of social
problems." That is how Nancy Berns introduces her book. It is a work that unabashedly examines not only
domestic violence, but also the larger picture of how politics and processes shape our responses to social
problems. Framing the Victim also distinguishes serious research from media, which promote entertainment,
empowerment, and drama.

This book is a must read for anyone concerned about our understanding and response to social problems.
Berns shows how victims of domestic violence are molded to accord with the perspectives of the dominant
media and how, as a result, they are falsely blamed for a crime committed by another. She critiques with
insight the stories that emerge when social problems are formed by guidelines that promote entertainment,
victim empowerment, drama, inspiration, and a political agenda. Berns also provides suggestions for con-
structing a social problem that focuses less on the victim, and more on the abuser as well as the cultural and
social context within which violence is learned and tolerated.

This unique effort in communications studies indicates both the gains and the losses in understanding reality
from the prism of television talk shows, women's magazines, and political magazines with a wide variety of
agendas—other than scientific— and how this large panoply of media blitzes serve to frame the victim, in
the sense of locating them and, more dangerously, typecasting them. Berns fully appreciates how this
emphasis on victims may have contributed to useful outcomes for intervention and providing resources for
victims; but there remain serious barriers to achieving a public awareness of the larger context of violence.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Nancy Berns is assistant professor of sociology at Drake University, in Des Moines, Iowa. She is the author
of important papers in Gender & Society and Sociological Quarterly.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin Nixon:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Framing the Victim: Domestic Violence Media and Social Problems (Social
Problems and Social Issues). Try to the actual book Framing the Victim: Domestic Violence Media and
Social Problems (Social Problems and Social Issues) as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend
when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Brad Bennett:

With other case, little people like to read book Framing the Victim: Domestic Violence Media and Social
Problems (Social Problems and Social Issues). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As
long as we know about how is important the book Framing the Victim: Domestic Violence Media and Social
Problems (Social Problems and Social Issues). You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called
e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Clare Lucas:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The
Framing the Victim: Domestic Violence Media and Social Problems (Social Problems and Social Issues) will
give you new experience in looking at a book.



Roger Hodge:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Framing the Victim: Domestic Violence
Media and Social Problems (Social Problems and Social Issues) to make your own reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be
1st opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Framing the Victim: Domestic
Violence Media and Social Problems (Social Problems and Social Issues) can to be your new friend when
you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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