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In this profound and profoundly controversial work, a landmark of 20th-century
thought originally published in 1971, B. F. Skinner makes his definitive
statement about humankind and society.
Insisting that the problems of the world today can be solved only by dealing
much more effectively with human behavior, Skinner argues that our traditional
concepts of freedom and dignity must be sharply revised. They have played an
important historical role in our struggle against many kinds of tyranny, he
acknowledges, but they are now responsible for the futile defense of a presumed
free and autonomous individual; they are perpetuating our use of punishment and
blocking the development of more effective cultural practices. Basing his
arguments on the massive results of the experimental analysis of behavior he
pioneered, Skinner rejects traditional explanations of behavior in terms of states
of mind, feelings, and other mental attributes in favor of explanations to be
sought in the interaction between genetic endowment and personal history. He
argues that instead of promoting freedom and dignity as personal attributes, we
should direct our attention to the physical and social environments in which
people live. It is the environment rather than humankind itself that must be
changed if the traditional goals of the struggle for freedom and dignity are to be
reached.
Beyond Freedom and Dignity urges us to reexamine the ideals we have taken for
granted and to consider the possibility of a radically behaviorist approach to
human problems—one that has appeared to some incompatible with those ideals,
but which envisions the building of a world in which humankind can attain its
greatest possible achievements.
Burrhus Frederic Skinner (1904–1990), regarded by many as the most important
and influential psychologist since Freud, earned his doctorate in psychology at
Harvard University in 1931. Following appointments at the University of
Minnesota and Indiana University, he returned to Harvard in 1948. He remained
there for the rest of his career, retiring in 1974 as Edgar Pierce Professor of
Psychology. His many works include Walden Two (1948) and Verbal Behavior
(1957).
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In this profound and profoundly controversial work, a landmark of 20th-century thought originally published
in 1971, B. F. Skinner makes his definitive statement about humankind and society.
Insisting that the problems of the world today can be solved only by dealing much more effectively with
human behavior, Skinner argues that our traditional concepts of freedom and dignity must be sharply revised.
They have played an important historical role in our struggle against many kinds of tyranny, he
acknowledges, but they are now responsible for the futile defense of a presumed free and autonomous
individual; they are perpetuating our use of punishment and blocking the development of more effective
cultural practices. Basing his arguments on the massive results of the experimental analysis of behavior he
pioneered, Skinner rejects traditional explanations of behavior in terms of states of mind, feelings, and other
mental attributes in favor of explanations to be sought in the interaction between genetic endowment and
personal history. He argues that instead of promoting freedom and dignity as personal attributes, we should
direct our attention to the physical and social environments in which people live. It is the environment rather
than humankind itself that must be changed if the traditional goals of the struggle for freedom and dignity are
to be reached.
Beyond Freedom and Dignity urges us to reexamine the ideals we have taken for granted and to consider the
possibility of a radically behaviorist approach to human problems—one that has appeared to some
incompatible with those ideals, but which envisions the building of a world in which humankind can attain
its greatest possible achievements.
Burrhus Frederic Skinner (1904–1990), regarded by many as the most important and influential psychologist
since Freud, earned his doctorate in psychology at Harvard University in 1931. Following appointments at
the University of Minnesota and Indiana University, he returned to Harvard in 1948. He remained there for
the rest of his career, retiring in 1974 as Edgar Pierce Professor of Psychology. His many works include
Walden Two (1948) and Verbal Behavior (1957).
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Burrhus Frederic Skinner (1904 1990), regarded by many as the most important and influential psychologist
since Freud, earned his doctorate in psychology at Harvard University in 1931. Following appointments at
the University of Minnesota and Indiana University, he returned to Harvard in 1948. He remained there for
the rest of his career, retiring in 1974 as Edgar Pierce Professor of Psychology. His many works include
Walden Two (1948) and Verbal Behavior (1957).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Winn:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book Beyond Freedom and Dignity (Hackett Classics) it is very
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high
quality.

Beverly Harrison:

Beyond Freedom and Dignity (Hackett Classics) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Beyond Freedom
and Dignity (Hackett Classics) however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Eddie Patten:

The book untitled Beyond Freedom and Dignity (Hackett Classics) contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you
in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you



can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Rosemary Perez:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Beyond Freedom and Dignity
(Hackett Classics) as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic
a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Beyond Freedom and Dignity (Hackett Classics) to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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