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A Naked Singularity tells the story of Casi, a child of Colombian immigrants who
lives in Brooklyn and works in Manhattan as a public defender--one who,
tellingly has never lost a trial. Never. In the book, we watch what happens when
his sense of justice and even his sense of self begin to crack--and how his world
then slowly devolves. It’s a huge, ambitious novel clearly in the vein of DeLillo,
Foster Wallace, Pynchon, and even Melville, and it's told in a distinct, frequently
hilarious voice, with a striking human empathy at its center. Its panoramic reach
takes readers through crime and courts, immigrant families and urban blight,
media savagery and media satire, scatology and boxing, and even a breathless
heist worthy of any crime novel. If InfiniteJest stuck a pin in the map of mid-90s
culture and drew our trajectory from there, A Naked Singularity does the same for
the feeling of surfeit, brokenness, and exhaustion that permeates our civic and
cultural life today. In the opening sentence of William Gaddis’s A Frolic of His
Own, a character sneers, "Justice? You get justice in the next world. In this
world, you get the law." A Naked Singularity reveals the extent of that gap, and
lands firmly on the side of those who are forever getting the law.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
In a narrow yet vital sense, this is a crime novel about one Casi, a precocious young public defender who,
beginning to strain under the weight of his profession and his perfectionism, loses his first case and happens
upon the opportunity to get away with the perfect crime. It is also one of those sprawling hyperverbal
stream-of-consciousness epics that sometimes seem infatuated with their own cleverness but in their best
moments manage to capture something profound about our sprawling hyperverbal stream-of-consciousness
world. The story is anchored by notes of gritty realism—de la Pava clearly has an insider’s knowledge of the
Manhattan criminal-court system—but Casi and his interlocutors are as likely to veer into digressive
philosophical banter about Hume or The Honeymooners as they are to throw around the legal jargon you’d
hear at an arraignment. There are some hilarious moments and more than a few heartbreaking ones involving
a mentally handicapped man on Alabama’s death row. Although David Foster Wallace fans will likely notice
his influence on de la Pava, the better comparison may be to Evan Dara’s The Lost Scrapbook (1998), which,
like this book, developed a major following after originally being self-published. --Brendan Driscoll

Review

Winner of the PEN/Robert W. Bingham Prize for Best Debut Novel of 2012
(PEN)

"One of the 10 best fiction books of 2012. . . . A propulsive, mind-bending experience. . . . The novel's
chaotic sprawl, black humor and madcap digressions make it a thrilling rejoinder to the tidy story arcs
portrayed on television and in most crime fiction. . . . Whatever the book loses in polish it amply repays in its
uncompromising originality."
(Wall Street Journal)

"A Naked Singularity is not about physics. It's about the American criminal justice system in a large and
chaotic city, a place slowly crushed by hopelessness in the same way that an ancient star is gradually crushed
by gravity. . . . The novel is a densely packed and offhandedly poetic 678 pages. . . . It is about a city that
teeters on the edge of total collapse and complete disaster, but that has the capacity to right itself (whew!) at
the last possible second. . . . The novel is a cross between Moby-Dick and Police Academy. Between
Descartes and Disneyland. Between Henry James and Henry Winkler." (Julia Keller Chicago Tribune)

"Mesmerising."
(Times of London)

"This book is ambitious. It's 678 octavo pages--about 13,000 tweets. It's the sort of book you write if you're
not sure anyone will ever let you write another one. . . . Even while the lives it describes are often bleak, the
book is funny, consistently so. . . . The heist is discussed so exhaustively that when it finally transpires it's
thrilling. Casi's defendants, all messes, are lovely and authentic. I could have done with a whole book about
them, or rather I enjoyed the whole book about them I read in the middle of this much larger book about
other things. A story of a death penalty case begins drenched in irony and grows ever more serious. . . . It's a
fine thing for an author to bring forth something so unapologetically maximalist."

(Paul Ford Slate)

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


"Casi's voice is the combination of brashness and world-weary humanity you'd find in a cynic who'd been
scratched to reveal the disappointed idealist beneath. . . . The whole feels like The Recognitions as legal
thriller, a glorious mess with dashes of Powers, minor Pynchon, and White Noise, among many others. . . .
[I]n its ambitions and shortcomings and shaggy glory, A Naked Singularity is perhaps most reminiscent of
The Broom of the System. So that bodes well."
(Tim Feeney Review of Contemporary Fiction)

"One of the best and most original novels of the decade. . . . It's one of those fantastic, big, messy books like
Darconville's Cat or Infinite Jest or Women and Men, though it's not really like any of those books or those
writers. . . . . But see here: I refuse to divulge too much of the plot, because watching it unfold is one of the
great joys of the novel. . . . . What I keep coming back to is the audacity of this novel, which is truly a
towering, impressive work--De La Pava's not hesitant to break and then mirror the narrative with the story of
professional boxer Wilfred Benitez, or insert a recipe, none of which hinder the narrative but rather shape the
entirety of the book, making the actual story and its effect on the characters (and the characters' actions that
shape the story, et cetera) more profound. . . .  If you like The Wire, if you like rewarding, difficult fiction, if
you like literary, high-quality artistic and hilarious yet moving novels that are difficult to put down, I can’t
recommend A Naked Singularity enough."

(Scott Bryan Wilson The Quarterly Conversation)

"A Naked Singularity looks like an unreadable brick, bloated at 700 pages and likely dense with esoterica.
Instead it is a fine encyclopedic romp in the Joyce/Pynchon/Wallace tradition, one with an effortless flow
and arresting setting: the American judicial system as vortical funhouse."
(Miles Klee The Notes)

"Weird, brilliant."
(Steve Donoghue The National)

"The manic prose fights viciously against an ultimate collapse of good into evil--but not only is there no
escape; there was never any such thing."
(Miles Klee Flavorwire)

"A work of amazing breadth and humor. . . . Challenging, addictively entertaining and not to be missed, A
Naked Singularity heralds the arrival of a tremendous talent."
(Shelf Awareness)

"I strongly encourage you to overcome whatever hesitation the phrase 700-page self-published novel may
inspire in you and pick it up. It is a beautiful monster of a book, a novel that left this reviewer, at least,
feeling like maybe there's some point in reading novels--and writing them--after all." (Paul La Farge Barnes
and Noble Review)

"It's staggering to think this novel is De La Pava's major publishing launch: A Naked Singularity is
considerably better than most debuts and has unquestionably rendered De La Pava an author to watch."
(About.com)

"'Buzz' is a dirty word in reviewing circles, being a close cousin to 'hype' and often having the same air about
it of ad copy generated by publicity departments. It's the kind of word that should put you immediately on
guard: Just where is this buzz coming from? Who is doing the buzzing? That said, sometimes buzz can be a
good thing. Sergio De La Pava's A Naked Singularity is a case in point. . . . A Naked Singularity is . . . a great



American novel: large, ambitious, and full of talk. . . . We can be thankful that this time the buzz did its
work."

(Toronto Star)

"When I started reading A Naked Singularity, after a page or two I realized I was going to love it--and I did--
but why? I've never sat down to analyze what it is that makes me read a book voraciously from cover to
cover, fretting when I have to put it down and longing through the day to get back to it. I like, admire,
appreciate a whole range of books and am happy to devote my time and attention to them, but the ones that
take me over are rarer. . . . Casi's voice is astonishing, cynical but compassionate, alive to the ridiculous and
the pitiful and the horrific but never losing its commitment to morality."

(Lian Hearn, author of Tales of the Otori)

A Philadelphia City Paper Book of the Year

"Exuberant, hyperverbal . . . a minor masterpiece of humor, paranoia, and even flashy technique."

(Philadelphia City Paper)

"Sergio De La Pava brings linguistic energy and grim hilarity to this furious novel about the dysfunctional
criminal-justice system. His novel evokes such maximalist masterpieces of the 1970s as Robert Coover's
Public Burning and William Gaddis's J R--he has Coover's rage and Gaddis's ear--yet also grapples with
current issues hot off the AP wire. Socially engaged, formally inventive, and intellectually challenging, A
Naked Singularity is a remarkable performance."
(Steven Moore)

"One of the best books of 2012."
(Houston Chronicle)

About the Author

Sergio De La Pava is a writer who does not live in Brooklyn.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dan Maes:

This A Naked Singularity: A Novel are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The explanation of this A Naked Singularity: A Novel can be among the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that might be
will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this A Naked Singularity: A Novel
forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical



thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Isabel McNeal:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline A Naked
Singularity: A Novel suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The
actual book untitled A Naked Singularity: A Novelis one of several books that everyone read now. This book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you
ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Angela Joseph:

The publication untitled A Naked Singularity: A Novel is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of A Naked Singularity: A Novel from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Joseph Mitchell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this A Naked Singularity: A Novel guide
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation A Naked Singularity: A Novel as good book not
merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book
by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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