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'What is the basic building block of the universe?' Thales of Miletus was the first
to ask this fundamental, yet to be answered, question in the sixth century B.C.
This book offers an in-depth account of the answers he gave and of his adventure
into many areas of learning: philosophy, science, mathematics and astronomy.
Thales proved that the events of nature were comprehensible to man and could be
explained without the intervention of mythological beings. Henceforth they
became subject to investigation, experiment, questioning and discussion.
Presenting for the first time in the English language a comprehensive study of
Thales of Miletus, Patricia O'Grady brings Thales out of pre-Socratic shadows
into historical illumination and explores why this historical figure has proved to
be of lasting significance.
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Editorial Review

Review
'... a substantial achievement... a compelling case for Thales to be regarded as a worthy founding father of
Western philosophy.' Analytic Teaching 'The strength of O'Grady's book is its comprehensiveness; nothing
relevant to Thales and his legend is left out, and much that is arcane is included... It is the only book-length
treatment of Thales, and will likely remain so. It contains flashes of new information and interpretations of
familiar material. The bibliography is weighted toward English, but is catholic in subject matter, and itself is
an impressive contribution. For such solid reasons scholars should welcome this book.' Journal of the History
of Philosophy 'Chapter Eight, New Ideas about the Cosmos, is outstanding. Here the author paints an
inspiring portrait of Thales as the first astronomical scientist... Thales' achievements, which come alive
through O'Grady's comprehensive and sympathetic presentation, are ample justification for calling him the
first ancient Greek scientist and philosopher'. Prudentia '... interesting to anyone studying the emergence of
scientific thought.' Isis

About the Author
Patricia F. O'Grady, Flinders University of South Australia, Australia

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julie Gailey:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Thales of
Miletus: The Beginnings of Western Science and Philosophy (Western Philosophy Series)? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Elena Sparrow:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Thales of Miletus: The Beginnings of Western Science and Philosophy (Western Philosophy Series)
your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one type
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The Thales of Miletus: The
Beginnings of Western Science and Philosophy (Western Philosophy Series) giving you one more
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era.
So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?



Molly Maldonado:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is definitely Thales of Miletus: The Beginnings of Western Science and
Philosophy (Western Philosophy Series). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.

Kenneth Hoy:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types
of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Thales of Miletus: The Beginnings of
Western Science and Philosophy (Western Philosophy Series).
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