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In Reinventing the Melting Pot, twenty-one of the writers who have thought
longest and hardest about immigration come together around a surprising
consensus:. yes, immigrant absorption still works-and given the number of
newcomers arriving today, the nation's future depends on it. But it need not be
incompatible with ethnic identity-and we as a nation need to find new ways to
talk about and encourage becoming American. In the wake of 9/11 it couldn't be
more important to help these newcomers find away to fit in. Running through
these essays is a single common theme: Although ethnicity plays a more
important role now than ever before, today's newcomers can and will become
Americans and enrich our national life-reinventing the melting pot and reminding
us al what we have in common.
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In Reinventing the Melting Pot, twenty-one of the writers who have thought longest and hardest about
immigration come together around a surprising consensus. yes, immigrant absorption still works-and given
the number of newcomers arriving today, the nation's future depends on it. But it need not be incompatible
with ethnic identity-and we as a nation need to find new ways to talk about and encourage becoming
American. In the wake of 9/11 it couldn't be more important to help these newcomers find away to fit in.
Running through these essays is a single common theme: Although ethnicity plays a more important role
now than ever before, today's newcomers can and will become Americans and enrich our national life-
reinventing the melting pot and reminding us all what we have in common.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In 1908, English immigrant Israel Zangwill coined the term "melting pot" as atitle for his newest play, a
vision of America as an Eden where al races and ethnicities melted happily into a harmonious whole. One of
the most enduring catchphrases in our lexicon, the "melting pot,” as both ideal and reality is discussed and
dissected in this collection of 22 essays from an appropriately diverse assortment of writers. Divided into
five sections, the book examines the process of assimilation through historical, political, economic and racial
lenses, and scrutinizes the impact of immigration on contemporary American society. This variety of
perspectives makes the book an engaging and enlightening look at a phenomenon—immigration—that has
often been plagued by misunderstanding. With contributions from journalists like Pete Hamilland and
Michael Barone—who examines the acute challenges faced by immigrants after September 11—the book
achieves a deep richness. Brimming with statistics (e.g. second—generation Latinos earn 50% more than first-
generation Latinos; more than half of Asians and Hispanics now marry whites), the collection offers fresh
viewpoints on modern immigration trends. Most of the writers agree that the words "melting pot" do not
accurately describe the process of assimilation, or of Americans' national identity. With tempered optimism,
contributor Herbert J. Gans offers a new metaphor, comparing the ethnic makeup of the country to a
kaleidoscope "in constant flux" that creates "the overall pattern of the nation." Much at issue among the
writersisthe idea of assimilation, which can be seen as either a positive force or as athreat to the cultural
identity. Most concur, however, on itsinevitability. Editor Jacoby concludes that "we are a unique nation:
defined not by blood or ancestry, but by a set of shared ideas." The acclimation to these ideas is an ongoing
and difficult process, at once changing the countenance of the country and confirming the notion of yet
another noteworthy catchphrase, e pluribus unum— from many, one.
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From Booklist

Jacoby has assembled a thoughtful, provocative collection of essays that reconsiders and ultimately attempts
to reinvent the traditional myth of the American melting pot. With the immigrant population continuing to
increase and the demographic landscape of the nation rapidly altering--one in nine Americans is now
foreign-born, and blacks, Hispanics, and Asians now constitute more than 30 percent of the population--it
seems to be an appropriate time to challenge an outmoded set of beliefs and values. These 21 essays
endeavor to provide unique and often unorthodox answers to conventional immigration and citizenship
guestions. Asthe various socia scientists, journalists, and writers included discuss the nature and the
practicality of twenty-first-century assimilation and cultural identity, the reader is treated to an exciting new
vision of what it meansto be an American in an increasingly global and richly diverse society. Margaret
Flanagan

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"An exciting new vision of what it means to be American in an increasingly global and richly diverse
society." -- - Booklist

"Careful, reasoned assessments of the current state of immigration and immigrants in a nation that constantly
renews itself with newcomers." -- - Los Angles Times
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Clarence Guyer:

Typically the book Reinventing the Melting Pot: The New Immigrants and What It Means To Be American
has alot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was
authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

I nes Patter son:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Reinventing the Melting Pot: The New
Immigrants and What It Means To Be American, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still desire to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Brenda Carey:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, aswell as
soon. The Reinventing the Melting Pot: The New Immigrants and What It Means To Be American provide
you with new experience in reading a book.

Marian Carson:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This e-book Reinventing the Melting Pot: The New Immigrants and What It Means
To Be American was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
selling point of abook, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.
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