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Thirty years ago Richard Neustadt published Presidential Power, which became a
widely studied book on the theory and practice of presidential leadership.
Presidents themselves read it and assign it to their staff for study, as did the
intructors of hundreds of thousands of students of government. Now Richard
Neustadt re-examines the theory of presidential power by testing it against events
and decisions in the administrations of the later modern presidents who followed
FDR, Truman and Eisenhower. To the original study of presidential power,
Neustadt has added a series of chapters appraising the presidential styles and
skills of John F. Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, Richard Nixon, Jimmy Carter, and
Ronald Reagan in the light of his guiding belief that the President must consider
the effect a decision will have on his prospects for the successful exercise of
presidential power in the future.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Twenty-nine years ago Neustadt wrote Presidential Power ( LJ 6/1/61), a classic on the modern American
presidency. This is the fourth revised edition of that work, in which his thesis continues to be that U.S.
presidents who lead by persuasion are more successful than those who rely on the formal executive powers
of command found in the Constitution. Although this edition doubles the length of the first, Neustadt is still
unable to explain why some presidents ignore the tenets of democratic leadership. James David Barber's
Presidential Character ( LJ 7/72) is a vastly more readable and predictive classic which, in a sense, builds on
Neustadt's thesis. This latest edition continues a patched-on quality, with the addition of new chapters for
each administration after Eisenhower's. Older editions will be sufficient for most libraries.
- William D. Pederson, Louisiana State Univ. in Shreveport
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
Washington Post Remains brilliant, significantly strengthened and enlarged.

Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. Our most brilliant commentator on the Presidency brings his diagnosis up to date in
this witty, inclusive and stylish book.

Aaron Wildavsky University of California, Berkeley Savvy, insightful political portraits of recent presidents,
including Ronald Reagan, in relation to what is still the contemporary classic on the Presidency.

Representative Stephen J. Solarz New York An operational Bible for Presidents and their staffs, and an
indispensable Baedeker for those who seek to understand both.

Fred I. Greenstein Princeton University Neustadt's book remains the classic account of presidential
leadership, and the latest edition has a bonus -- two fascinating new chapters.

Paul E. Peterson Harvard University The discussion of Iran-Contra reveals how profound was Dick
Neustadt's original intepretation of Presidential power.

Charles O. Jones University of Wisconsin He is so much in command that he doesn't have to tell all. A
personal characteristic, a response, an insight -- and soon you see what he sees.

Clark M. Clifford For thirty years, Presidential Power has influenced students of the Presidency -- from the
quiet comers of the White House to college and university compuses across the nation.

About the Author
Richard E. Neustadt is Douglas Dillon Professor of Government Emeritus at the John F. Kennedy School
of Government, Harvard University. For three decades an advisor to presidents, their aides, and to members
of the cabinet, he is also the author with Ernest R. May of Thinking in Time: The Uses of History for
Decision Makers (The Free Press, 1986).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terri Mitchell:

This book untitled Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents: The Politics of Leadership from Roosevelt
to Reagan to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order
it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book
from your list.

Daniel Bailey:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents: The
Politics of Leadership from Roosevelt to Reagan, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Heather Bly:

This Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents: The Politics of Leadership from Roosevelt to Reagan is
new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount
of digest in reading this Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents: The Politics of Leadership from
Roosevelt to Reagan can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get
through anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the
e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life
and knowledge.

Sergio Terry:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's heart or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents: The Politics of Leadership from



Roosevelt to Reagan can make you sense more interested to read.
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