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Fredrik Barth is one of the towering figures of twentieth-century anthropology.
Thisintellectual history traces the development of Barth'sideas and explores the
substance of his contributions. In an accessible style, Thomas Eriksen’s
biographical study reveals the magic of ethnography to professional

anthropol ogists and non-practitioners alike. Exploring his six decade career, it
follows Barth from early ecologica studiesin Pakistan, to political studiesin
Iran, to groundbreaking fieldwork in Norway, New Guinea, Bali and Bhutan.
Eriksen argues that Barth's voracious appetite for fieldwork holds the key to
understanding his remarkable intellectual development and the insightsit
produced. The book raises many of the same questions that emerge from Barth's
own work - of unity and diversity, of culture and relativism, of art and science.
Thomas Eriksen is himself amajor contributor to the study of anthropology, as
well as a distinguished educator, and is therefore ideally placed to introduce the
life and work of Fredrik Barth. Thiswill surely be the definitive book on its
subject for many yearsto come.
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style, Thomas Eriksen’ s biographical study reveals the magic of ethnography to professional anthropologists
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emerge from Barth's own work - of unity and diversity, of culture and relativism, of art and science. Thomas
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Editorial Review
Review

“Fredrik Barth was an extraordinary ethnographer who did path-breaking fieldwork in Irag, Afghanistan,
Iran, Indonesia, and New Guinea. He was also an original and influential theorist, working often against the
grain of disciplinary orthodoxies. Thomas Hylland Eriksen, afriend and colleague of Barth, and a
distinguished anthropologist in his own right, tells Barth's story with sympathy, insight, and great verve.”
(Adam Kuper, London School of Economics)

About the Author

Thomas Hylland Eriksen is professor of social anthropology at the University of Odlo. Heis the author of
several books including Ethnicity and Nationalism, A History of Anthropology, Small Places, Large Issues,
Tyranny of the Moment, and Globalisation, all published by Pluto Press.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Charles Wilker son:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they are still students or theideafor all peoplein
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. Y ou must know how gresat in addition to important the book Fredrik Barth: An Intellectual
Biography (Anthropology, Culture & Society). All type of book isit possible to see on many methods. Y ou
can look for the internet sources or other social media.

William Hughes:

This Fredrik Barth: An Intellectual Biography (Anthropology, Culture & Society) book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
actually read alot of information you will get. This specific Fredrik Barth: An Intellectua Biography
(Anthropology, Culture & Society) without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Fredrik Barth: An Intellectual Biography (Anthropology, Culture &
Society) can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves grow to be full because you
can haveit in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Fredrik Barth: An Intellectual Biography
(Anthropology, Culture & Society) having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.



Michael L ockwood:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erawhich can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Fredrik Barth: An Intellectual Biography
(Anthropology, Culture & Society) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Christine Smith:

The book with title Fredrik Barth: An Intellectua Biography (Anthropology, Culture & Society) has alot of
information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new
era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.
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