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This is the first complete English translation of Bernard Bolzano's four-volume
Wissenschaftslehre or Theory of Science, a masterwork of theoretical philosophy.
Bolzano (1781-1848), one of the greatest philosophers of the nineteenth century,
was a man of many parts. Best known in his own time as a teacher and public
intellectual, he was also a mathematician and logician of rare ability, the peer of
other pioneers of modern mathematical logic such as Boole, Frege, and Peirce.
As Professor of Religion at the Charles University in Prague from 1805, he
proved to be a courageous and determined critic of abuses in church and state, a
powerful advocate for reform. Dismissed by the Emperor in 1819 for political
reasons, he left public life and spent the next decade working on his "theory of
science," which he also called logic. The resulting Wissenschaftslehre, first
published in 1837, is a monumental, wholly original study in logic,
epistemology, heuristics, and scientific methodology. Unlike most logical studies
of the period, it is not concerned with the "psychological self-consciousness of
the thinking mind." Instead, it develops logic as the science of "propositions in
themselves" and their parts, especially the relations between these entities. It
offers, for the first time in the history of logic, a viable definition of consequence
(or deducibility), and a novel view of probability. Giving constant attention to
Bolzano's predecessors and contemporaries, with particular emphasis on Kant,
this richly documented work is also a valuable source for the history of logic and
philosophy. Each volume of the edition is accompanied by a detailed
introduction, which alerts the reader to the historical context of Bolzano's work
and illuminates its continued relevance.
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Editorial Review

Review

"After 177 years, thanks to Paul Rusnock and Rolf George, we finally have the complete English translation
of Bolzano's monumental work Theory of Science, the great unknown classical work in logic and
epistemology. The translation is excellent, both in keeping the flavor of nineteenth-century books and in
being eminently readable." -- Philosophia Mathematica

About the Author

Bernard Bolzano (1781-1848) made outstanding contributions to many areas of philosophy as well as to
mathematics and theology. In mathematics, he is best known for his work in analysis and the foundations of
mathematics, which included rigorous definitions of continuity and convergence as well as the construction
of a continuous, nowhere-differentiable function and anticipations of Cantor's set theory. His work in logic,
presented in the Theory of Science, marks a new beginning in the history of the discipline. Among his
discoveries, the most noted are his definition of deducibility, which anticipates Tarski's definition of logical
consequence, and his notion of logical analyticity, which closely resembles later concepts of logical truth. On
account of these and many other accomplishments, Bolzano is now widely recognised as one of the great
philosophers of the nineteenth century.

Paul Rusnock is Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of Ottawa, Canada.

Rolf George is Professor emeritus of Philosophy at the University of Waterloo, Canada.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sylvia Healey:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do?
All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because just their can
do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this Bernard Bolzano: Theory of Science to read.

John Sorrells:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of



guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Bernard Bolzano: Theory of Science is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Floyd Eichner:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Bernard Bolzano: Theory of Science
is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Karin Decker:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is known as of book Bernard Bolzano: Theory of Science. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that,
you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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