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This short new monograph serves as an authoritative introduction to an unusual
people of eastern Africaknown as Swahili. Middleton, who has known these
people for ahalf a century, describes their highly stratified, merchant society and
civilization, documenting their importance both for anthropologists and for others
interested in Africa. Swahili continue today their centuries-old role as merchants
in long-distance international trade, arole that has led them to form a society
very distinct from any other in Africa. Middleton's brief, personal treatment
discusses Swahili recorded history as an integral part of their rich tradition and
civilization. He clears up past confusions and mistaken assumptions without
trying to define asingle "Swahili" identity. His lucid approach unravels
contradictions about Swahili being merchants and yet fishermen, who live in both
citiesaswell as small villages, and who reckon various kinds of kinship and
marriage. Swahili are often considered by non-Swahili as being both Africans
and Arabs, but Middleton shows that they remain African despite having long
adopted Islam and many aspects of Arab and Asian cultures.

Titles of related interest from Waveland Press; Bohannan-Curtin, Africa and
Africans, Fifth Edition (ISBN 9780881338409) and July, A History of the African
People, Fifth Edition (ISBN 9780881339802).
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This short new monograph serves as an authoritative introduction to an unusual people of eastern Africa
known as Swahili. Middleton, who has known these people for a half a century, describes their highly
stratified, merchant society and civilization, documenting their importance both for anthropol ogists and for
othersinterested in Africa. Swahili continue today their centuries-old role as merchants in long-distance
international trade, arole that has led them to form a society very distinct from any other in Africa.
Middleton's brief, personal treatment discusses Swahili recorded history as an integral part of their rich
tradition and civilization. He clears up past confusions and mistaken assumptions without trying to define a
single "Swahili" identity. His lucid approach unravels contradictions about Swahili being merchants and yet
fishermen, who live in both cities as well as small villages, and who reckon various kinds of kinship and
marriage. Swahili are often considered by non-Swahili as being both Africans and Arabs, but Middleton
shows that they remain African despite having long adopted Islam and many aspects of Arab and Asian
cultures.

Titles of related interest from Waveland Press: Bohannan-Curtin, Africa and Africans, Fifth Edition (ISBN
9780881338409) and July, A History of the African People, Fifth Edition (ISBN 9780881339802).
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher

Titles of related interest from Waveland Press. Bohannan-Curtin, Africaand Africans, Fourth Edition (ISBN
9780881338409); Curtin, Africa Remembered: Narratives by West Africans from the Era of the Slave Trade
(ISBN 9780881339482); and July, A History of the African People, Fifth Edition (ISBN 9780881339802).

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Diana Brunswick:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitabl e activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled African Merchants
of the Indian Ocean: Swahili of the East African Coast? Maybe it isfor being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Samuel Lashley:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems coming
to aperson is you don't know what type you should start with. This African Merchants of the Indian Ocean:
Swahili of the East African Coast is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Megan Lapointe:

The feeling that you get from African Merchants of the Indian Ocean: Swahili of the East African Coast
could be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but African Merchants of the Indian Ocean:
Swahili of the East African Coast giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Thereforeit is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having
this particular African Merchants of the Indian Ocean: Swahili of the East African Coast instantly.



Todd Robinson:

Isit anindividual who having spare timein that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This African Merchants of the Indian Ocean:
Swahili of the East African Coast can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are thus
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new erais common not a geek activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?
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