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“What does it mean to say that we live in asecular age?’ This apparently simple
guestion opens into the massive, provocative, and complex A Secular Age, where
Charles Taylor positions secularism as a defining feature of the modern world,
not the mere absence of religion, and casts light on the experience of
transcendence that scientistic explanations of the world tend to neglect.

In Varieties of Secularismin a Secular Age, a prominent and varied group of
scholars chart the conversationsin which A Secular Age intervenes and address
wider questions of secularism and secularity. The distinguished contributors
include Robert Bellah, José Casanova, Niltfer Gole, William E. Connally,
Wendy Brown, Simon During, Colin Jager, Jon Butler, Jonathan Sheehan, Akeel
Bilgrami, John Milbank, and Saba Mahmood.

Varieties of Secularismin a Secular Age succeeds in conveying to readers the

complexity of secularism while serving as an invaluable guide to a landmark
book.
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“What does it mean to say that we live in asecular age?’ This apparently simple question opensinto the
massive, provocative, and complex A Secular Age, where Charles Taylor positions secularism as a defining
feature of the modern world, not the mere absence of religion, and casts light on the experience of
transcendence that scientistic explanations of the world tend to neglect.

In Varieties of Secularismin a Secular Age, a prominent and varied group of scholars chart the conversations
in which A Secular Age intervenes and address wider questions of secularism and secularity. The
distinguished contributors include Robert Bellah, José Casanova, Nillfer Géle, William E. Connolly, Wendy
Brown, Simon During, Colin Jager, Jon Butler, Jonathan Sheehan, Akeel Bilgrami, John Milbank, and Saba
Mahmood.

Varieties of Secularismin a Secular Age succeeds in conveying to readers the complexity of secularism
while serving as an invaluable guide to alandmark book.
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Editorial Review

Review
Varieties of Secularismin a Secular Age will be crucial in bringing the debate on the secular, in all of its
theoretical and practical ramifications, to the next level. (Hent de Vries, author of Minimal Theol ogies)

Many people still grapple with the proposals and analyses offered in Charles Taylor's A Secular Age, and
this reviewer expects that will continue for a generation. But Varieties of Secularism in a Secular Ageisa
sort of first report from the front, as it were--arich, probing, multidisciplinary engagement with Taylor's
diagnosis of the present day. The volume includes contributions from some of the major voicesin
discussions about secularity, secularism, religion, and public life, including William Connolly, Saba
Mahmood, José Casanova, and John Milbank, writing from such disciplines as sociology, anthropol ogy,
history, political science, and theology. Thisvolumeisarich feast of both forthright criticism and extended
conversation. The editors' introduction provides a succinct overview of the argument of A Secular Age, and
Taylor contributes an afterword, "Apologia pro Libro suo"--aresponse to his critics thus far--in which he
also discusses how the book grew out of his Catholic faith. This excellent companion volume will highlight
issuesin the reception of A Secular Age. (J. K. A. Smith Choice 2010-09-01)

Make[s] an important contribution to the resurgence of scholarly interest in religion and politicsin the last
decade...Given the complexity and length of Taylor'swork, Varieties of Secularism serves as a useful
introduction to the book. The different uses to which the contributors put Taylor in examining a range of
secularisms al so speaks to the variety of ideas, mediations, and propositions at work in A Secular Age.
(Holly Randell-Moon Cultural Studies Review 2011-03-01)

The collection can serve as a guide to reading Taylor's work with amore critical eye. To my mind, however,
the collection can stand alone--largely because of the strength of some of the chapters which make a wider
contribution to debates about secularism...Varieties of Secularism is auseful collection for those attempting
to work through the particularities of contemporary secularism, given not just the heightened awareness of
globality but a new way of thinking about secularism that recognizes its continued dependence upon religion.
(Humeira Iqtidar Journal of Contemporary Religion 2012-01-01)

About the Author

Michael Warner is Seymour H. Knox Professor of English and American Studies at Yale University. Heis
the editor of American Sermons. The Pilgrims to Martin Luther King and Fear of a Queer Planet. He also
writes for The Nation, The Advocate, The Village Voice, and other periodicals.

Jonathan VanAntwerpen is Director of Communications and Program Director at the Social Science
Research Council. Heis editor of The Immanent Frame, an SSRC blog on secularism, religion, and the
public sphere.

Craig Calhoun is Director of the London School of Economics. His most recent book is The Roots of
Radicalism: Tradition, the Public Sphere, and Early Nineteenth-Century Social Movements.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Roxie Spencer:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have
to answer that question mainly because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular
Varieties of Secularism in a Secular Age to read.

Douglas Quintanar:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Varieties of Secularism in a Secular Age your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word
written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before.
The Varieties of Secularism in a Secular Age giving you a different experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you
the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning asport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Richard Simpson:

In this erawhich isthe greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you arerelated is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of many books
in the top checklist in your reading list is Varieties of Secularismin a Secular Age. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and
review this book you can get many advantages.

John Threadgill:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Varieties of Secularism in a Secular Age was
vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book V arieties of Secularism in a Secular
Age has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored,
any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading
that will.
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