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Thou Art That is a compilation of previously uncollected essays and lectures by
Joseph Campbell that focus on the Judeo-Christian tradition. Here Campbell
explores common religious symbols, reexamining and reinterpreting them in the
context of his remarkable knowledge of world mythology. According to
Campbell, society often confuses the literal and metaphorical interpretations of
religious stories and symbols. In this collection, he eloquently reestablishes these
metaphors as a means to enhance spiritual understanding and mystical revelation.
With characteristic verve, he ranges from rich storytelling to insightful
comparative scholarship. Included is editor Eugene Kennedy’s classic interview
with Campbell in The New York Times Magazine, which brought the scholar to
the public’s attention for the first time.
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Thou Art That is a compilation of previously uncollected essays and lectures by Joseph Campbell that focus
on the Judeo-Christian tradition. Here Campbell explores common religious symbols, reexamining and
reinterpreting them in the context of his remarkable knowledge of world mythology. According to Campbell,
society often confuses the literal and metaphorical interpretations of religious stories and symbols. In this
collection, he eloquently reestablishes these metaphors as a means to enhance spiritual understanding and
mystical revelation. With characteristic verve, he ranges from rich storytelling to insightful comparative
scholarship. Included is editor Eugene Kennedy’s classic interview with Campbell in The New York Times
Magazine, which brought the scholar to the public’s attention for the first time.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This collection of essays, lectures and discussions will delight both avid Campbell disciples eager for more
of his thoughts and newcomers to his work on comparative mythology and religion. It is also a quick
refresher course on some of Campbell's ideas about the Judeo-Christian tradition for those who have
encountered him in his well-known Hero with a Thousand Faces or in his popular television series on the
power of myth with Bill Moyers. This is not the polished writing of a scholar systematically presenting an
argument. Rather, editor Kennedy urges the reader to approach this collection "as one would the classroom,
or the study" in order to better enjoy the more energetic and spontaneous "master teacher" side of Campbell.
The effect is to take the reader on a romp through the Judeo-Christian tradition a lightning-paced tour with
an extremely knowledgeable and provocative guide to illuminate some intriguing, untrammeled paths. The
most abiding theme of this collection is that Western religious traditions have suffered from taking their
stories and symbols literally instead of metaphorically. Some chapters are dense with ideas and call for
careful reading, while other sections are breathtakingly clear in describing mind-opening concepts. In either
case, this is a book that will stretch readers to reconsider their interpretation of the stories and symbols of
faith and the relationship between personal spirituality and institutional religion. (Oct. 15)Forecast: Although
Campbell died in 1987, there is still tremendous interest in his work, which bodes well for this title, the first
in New World Library's Collected Works of Joseph Campbell series. The book will have a 25,000-copy first
printing and will be advertised in Utne Reader, New Age, Tricycle, Shambhala Sun and elsewhere.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Any book by Campbell must attract the attention of a broad public, given not only the continued success of
his Hero with a Thousand Faces but also his series of televised interviews with Bill Moyers. This volume has
been rather carefully assembled from his notes and concludes with a brief interview with Eugene Kennedy.
While there are no revelations here, Campbell continues his forays into archetypal and Jungian readings of
the motifs of world religions. For most collections.
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
To launch an edition of the collected works of the comparative mythologist who gained celebrity in a series
of televised conversations with Bill Moyers, Catholic journalist Kennedy has collated versions of six of
Campbell's public lectures that sound his customary main themes while being more oriented to Judaism and
Christianity than to other religions. The understanding of myth as religious metaphor, the experiencing of
religious mystery through symbols, how myth elucidates the understanding of God, the role of the
imagination in religious thought, how the myths and symbols of Judaism and Christianity define their
conceptions of God and the sacred, and the cultural and psychological meanings of Christian symbols--these
are the particular concerns of the lectures. Overarching them is the personal yet universal message of
immanence implicit in the Sanskrit saying translated by the book's title, which is a statement locating the
essential mystery of religion within the person--every person. Excerpts from postlecture question-and-answer
periods and Kennedy's 1979 New York Times Magazine interview of Campbell round out a great way to start
a series. Ray Olson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shane Bodine:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great and important the book Thou Art That: Transforming Religious Metaphor.
All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social
media.

Robert Hatch:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important usually. The book Thou Art That: Transforming Religious Metaphor
seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
very advantages for you. The book Thou Art That: Transforming Religious Metaphor is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Thou Art That:
Transforming Religious Metaphor. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Enrique Boggs:

The feeling that you get from Thou Art That: Transforming Religious Metaphor is a more deep you rooting
the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to know but Thou Art That: Transforming Religious Metaphor giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Thou Art That: Transforming Religious
Metaphor instantly.

Phillip Martin:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Thou Art That: Transforming Religious Metaphor your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get just before. The Thou Art That: Transforming Religious Metaphor giving you one more experience
more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So
now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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