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The heartbreaking and true story of alonely orca named Lunawho befriended
humans in Nootka Sound, off the coast of Vancouver Idand by Michael Parfit
and Suzanne Chisholm.

One summer in Nootka Sound on the west coast of Vancouver Island, British
Columbia, ayoung killer whale called Luna got separated from his pod. Like
humans, orcas are highly social and depend on their families, but Luna found
himself desperately alone. So he tried to make contact with people. He begged
for attention at boats and docks. He looked soulfully into people's eyes. He
wanted to have his tongue rubbed. When someone whistled at him, he squeaked
and whistled back. People fell in love with him, but the government decided that
being friendly with Lunawas bad for him, and tried to keep him away from
humans. Policemen arrested people for rubbing Luna's nose. Fines were levied.
Undaunted, Luna refused to give up his search for connection and people went
out to meet him, like smugglers carrying friendship through the dark. But does
friendship work between species? People who loved Luna couldn't agree on how
to help him. Conflict came to Nootka Sound. The government built a huge net.
The First Nations' members brought out their canoes. Nothing went as planned,
and the ensuing events caught everyone by surprise and challenged the very
nature of that special and mysterious bond we humans call friendship. The Lost
Whale celebrates the life of a smart, friendly, determined, transcendent being
from the sea who appeared among us like a promise out of the blue: that the
greatest secretsin life are still to be discovered.
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The heartbreaking and true story of alonely orca named Lunawho befriended humans in Nootka Sound, off
the coast of Vancouver Iland by Michael Parfit and Suzanne Chisholm.

One summer in Nootka Sound on the west coast of Vancouver Island, British Columbia, a young killer whale
called Luna got separated from his pod. Like humans, orcas are highly social and depend on their families,
but Lunafound himself desperately alone. So he tried to make contact with people. He begged for attention
a boats and docks. He looked soulfully into peopl€e's eyes. He wanted to have his tongue rubbed. When
someone whistled at him, he squeaked and whistled back. People fell in love with him, but the government
decided that being friendly with Lunawas bad for him, and tried to keep him away from humans. Policemen
arrested people for rubbing Luna's nose. Fines were levied. Undaunted, Lunarefused to give up his search
for connection and people went out to meet him, like smugglers carrying friendship through the dark. But
does friendship work between species? People who loved Luna couldn't agree on how to help him. Conflict
came to Nootka Sound. The government built a huge net. The First Nations' members brought out their
canoes. Nothing went as planned, and the ensuing events caught everyone by surprise and challenged the
very nature of that special and mysterious bond we humans call friendship. The Lost Whale celebrates the
life of asmart, friendly, determined, transcendent being from the sea who appeared among us like a promise
out of the blue: that the greatest secretsin life are till to be discovered.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

In 2004, off the coast of Vancouver Island, British Columbia, a young killer whale was discovered alone,
separated from his pod. Because whales are so social and dependent on their families, the sight of the lone
young whal e roused concern as he lingered and initiated contact with humans, even alowing people to rub
his tongue. Whales are intensely social animals, traveling in pods, caring for their young, and maintaining
relationshi ps across generations. Fishermen, locals, and tourists offered social and spiritual interpretations of
the meaning of the presence of the whale they called Luna. But marine biologists were alarmed and enlisted
the government in an effort to disconnect Luna from humans and reconnect him to his pod, triggering
confusion and conflict among those concerned about the young whale. Writers and filmmakers, husband-
and-wife Parfit and Chisholm were able to trace Luna’ s backstory—how he may have come to be separated
from his pod—and to detail the complexities of affection between speciesin this first-person account of an
encounter that led to their critically acclaimed films, The Whale and Saving Luna. --Vanessa Bush

Review

“1 loved The Lost Whale. It's an important book, but also funny and moving and unforgettable.” ?Ric
O'Barry, star of the Academy Award winning film The Cove and author of Behind the Dolphin Smile

“1 first fell in love with Lunawhen | saw The Whalein 2011, and the bond is even stronger after reading The
Lost Whale, the compelling story-behind-the-story of the beautifully filmed documentary. And though |
consider Michael Parfit and Suzanne Chisholm to be friends and colleagues, | feel no conflict of interest in
stating they are journalists, filmmakers, and now authors of the highest order. In short, they are master
storytellers. Let them tell you the beguiling story of Luna, the lost whale. Y ou will never forget it aslong as
you live. | guaranteeit.” ?David Kirby, author of Death at SeaWorld and Animal Factory

“The Lost Whale is an epic story that hasit all - drama, controversy, humor, emotion, humans you care
about, and an orca named Lunayou will never forget. This wonderful book clearly shows how empathy and
compassion easily cross species lines. It reminds us that we all need someone we can lean on. Read this book
and share Luna's story aswidely as possible. It isthat special and important.” ?Marc Bekoff, author of The
Emotional Lives of Animalsand editor of Ignoring Nature No More

“The story of Lunais about mystery, empathy, and friendship, and The Lost Whale is as engrossing as a
novel. You have to read it. It's an unforgettable story.” ?Ken Balcomb, Chief Scientist, Center for Whale
Research

“The Lost Whale recounts an incredible, complex and heart-wrenching story, a drama of science, ethics,
politics and emation from which no reader can remain impassive. Ultimately, the question at the heart of The
Lost Whale explores the nature of empathy. That question, and so many others raised by this book, will stay
with me for along time. This book is afitting tribute to the whale called Luna, and to all the people who
cared so deeply for hiswell-being.” ?Eva Saulitis, author of Into Great Slence: A Memoir of Discovery and
Loss in the Realm of Vanishing Orcas

“Lunds story brings athorny dilemma to the table--what should humanity's role toward nature be?--and the
book does a surprisingly good job of showing the range of emotions behind that question.” ?Publishers
Weekly


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

“A tender, nail-biting account of an orca's fate.” ?Kirkus Reviews

About the Author

MICHAEL PARFIT is aBritish Columbia-based writer, journalist and filmmaker. With his wife, Suzanne
Chisholm, Michael produced and directed more than twenty stories for the National Geographic Channel.
Helivesin Sidney, British Columbia, Canada.

SUZANNE CHISHOLM has produced and filmed documentaries and has done more than a dozen pieces for
the National Geographic Today Show. She also livesin Sidney, British Columbia, Canada.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Larry Carvajal:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Lost Whale: The True Story of an Orca
Named Luna. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Aslong as we know about how is
important a new book The Lost Whale: The True Story of an Orca Named Luna. Y ou can add understanding
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open abook as well as searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Diana Elliott:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it isright.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this The Lost Whale: The True Story of an Orca
Named Lunato read.

Cindy Gross:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Lost Whale: The True Story of
an Orca Named Lunareserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The Lost Whale: The True Story
of an Orca Named L una as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one reserve
that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!?
Oh come on your reading sixth sense aready alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.



Deanna Nance:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.

Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is The Lost Whale: The True Story of an Orca Named Lunathis publication
consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. That book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer useto explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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