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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
If its premise is accepted by a preponderance of theologians, this debatable study could bring about a
rethinking of the origins of Christianity. Mack presents an analysis of the so-called Book of Q , a supposed
collection of Jesus's sayings that was compiled by his followers during his lifetime. Certain scholars,
deducing the existence of the book, have reconstructed the putative text of this "lost gospel" during the last
20 years through a comparison of the gospels of Matthew and Luke, who, it is contended, used Q as a
common basis (Q stands for Quelle , German for "source"). Mack, a professor of New Testament at the
School of Theology at Claremont College in Los Angeles, concludes that "the people of Q"--Jesus's
contemporaries--thought of him as a teacher, not as a messiah, and that they did not regard his death as a
divine or saving event. Mack offers an earthy, colloquial translation of the Book of Q with its wisdom
sayings, exhortations, parables and apocalyptic pronouncements. His portrayal of the early Jesus movement
reveals a community based on fictive kinship without regard to class, gender or ethnicity. The discovery of Q
, Mack argues, compels us to see the New Testament gospels as imaginative creations rather than historical
accounts. $25,000 ad/promo; BOMC and QPB selections.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
When Matthew and Luke wrote their gospels, modern scholarship suspects, they began with two sources to
which they added their own material: the Gospel of Mark and a second source called "Q" (from Quelle , or
"source" in German). Mack (New Testament, School of Theology at Claremont) identifies from within the
gospels themselves what a Q document might have looked like. Deducing three stages of an emergent text,
he isolates what may be the earliest version of Jesus' words and their impact on the community before an
organized "church" adapted them to its own purposes. Deftly written, this book reads like a good mystery,
saving the payoff of Q's impact on Christianity for its final chapters. However, Mack mutes the fact that Q is
a hypothesis, and not a universally accepted one, which dilutes the persuasiveness of the book. There is an
early layer to the gospels; what it might look like is the conjecture Mack delivers. Still, this is readable and
recommended to the theologically curious.
- W. Alan Froggatt, Bridgewater, Ct.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"A masterful analysis of the entire Q tradition.... Its scope is large and its argument compelling." -- Bible
Review

"Serious discussion of Q, a collection of Jesus' sayings, has taken place mostly in academic circles. There is
nothing substandard about Mack's scholarship, but this treatment has the added advantage of being
accessible to average readers. Mack's thesis is that Q is the best record available for the first forty years of
the various Jesus movements." -- Booklist

Users Review

From reader reviews:



James Vazquez:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the book untitled The Lost Gospel: The Book of Q and Christian Origins can
be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Jared Hoskins:

The Lost Gospel: The Book of Q and Christian Origins can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Lost Gospel: The Book of
Q and Christian Origins but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial considering.

Heather Delph:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Lost Gospel:
The Book of Q and Christian Origins which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Cynthia Tso:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Lost Gospel: The Book of Q and Christian Origins
was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Lost Gospel: The Book of
Q and Christian Origins has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto
or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit
your needs and try to like reading that.
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