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Few, if any, twentieth-century political |eaders have enjoyed greater popularity
among their own people than Hitler did in the decade or so following hisrise to
power in 1933. The personality of Hitler himself, however, can scarcely explain
this immense popularity or his political effectivenessin the 1930s and '40s. His
hold over the German people lay rather in the hopes and perceptions of the
millions who adored him.

Based largely on the reports of government officials, party agencies, and political
opponents, lan Kershaw's groundbreaking study charts the creation, growth, and
decline of the "Hitler myth." He demonstrates how the manufactured "Fuhrer-
cult" served as a crucial integrating force within the Third Reich and a vital
element in the attainment of Nazi political aims. Masters of the new techniques
of propaganda, the Nazis used "image-building” to exploit the beliefs, phobias,
and prejudices of the day. Kershaw greatly enhances our understanding of the
German peopl€'s attitudes and behavior under Nazi rule and the psychology
behind their adulation of Hitler.
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Few, if any, twentieth-century political leaders have enjoyed greater popularity among their own people than
Hitler did in the decade or so following his rise to power in 1933. The personality of Hitler himself, however,
can scarcely explain thisimmense popularity or his political effectivenessin the 1930s and '40s. His hold
over the German people lay rather in the hopes and perceptions of the millions who adored him.

Based largely on the reports of government officials, party agencies, and political opponents, lan Kershaw's
groundbreaking study charts the creation, growth, and decline of the "Hitler myth." He demonstrates how the
manufactured "Fuhrer-cult" served as acrucial integrating force within the Third Reich and avital element in
the attainment of Nazi political aims. Masters of the new techniques of propaganda, the Nazis used "image-
building" to exploit the beliefs, phobias, and prejudices of the day. Kershaw greatly enhances our
understanding of the German people's attitudes and behavior under Nazi rule and the psychology behind
their adulation of Hitler.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Before writing the first volume of his substantial biography of Adolf Hitler, lan Kershaw focused on the
popular appeal of the Nazi dictator in The "Hitler Myth". Arguing that "the sources of Hitler's appeal must be
sought ... in those who adored him, rather than in the leader himself,” Kershaw shows how Hitler's public
image welded together antagonistic forces within the Nazi state, mobilized the nation for war, and
contributed to the ethos that animated systematic and genocidal violence.

Responding to historians who maintain that Hitler's personality or ideological fixations accounted for his
broad acceptance, Kershaw arguesthat, in the early 1930s, a sizable plurality of Germans hungered for an
omnipotent Fihrer to stand above the political disharmonies of the Weimar state. Later, foreign policy and
military victories attracted many more to the Hitler legend. However, victories were the price for popularity;
and Hitler became more and more bloodthirsty as both hisimage and regime foundered under the blows of
the Allied powers. The Hitler myth, then--a cultural phenomenon the Reich Minister Joseph Goebbels
claimed as his greatest propaganda triumph--became a fundamental cause for the collapse of the Nazi State.

Kershaw's authoritative history of political culture in Hitler's Germany forcefully demonstrates that the
Fuhrer's popularity rested less on "bizarre and arcane precepts of Nazi ideology than on social and political
values ... recognizable in many societies other than the Third Reich." In our present political environment,
which repeatedly features outcries for "leadership” from pundits and public servants alike, the disturbing
lessons of The "Hitler Myth" are an urgent warning. --James Highfil

Review

"The strength of Kershaw's study is that he moves beyond a description of the construction of the 'Hitler
myth' to analyze its strength and resiliency."--The Richmond Times-Dispatch

Language Notes
Text: English, German (trandl ation)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sandra Murray:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading areserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The "Hitler Myth": Image and Reality in the Third Reich. Try to the actual
book The "Hitler Myth": Image and Readlity in the Third Reich as your close friend. It means that it can to get
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Y eah, it
isvery fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So, let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.



Betty Adkins:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The "Hitler Myth": Image and Readlity in the Third
Reich will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book
with you?

Michael Roberts:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The "Hitler Myth": Image and Reality in the
Third Reich iskind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Cheryl Bur nett:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer is usualy The "Hitler Myth": Image and Reality in the Third Reich why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. Theinside
or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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