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Seven Doors to Islam reveals the religious worldview and spiritual tradition of
the world's one billion Muslims. Spanning the breadth of Islamic civilization
from Morocco to Indonesia, this book demonstrates how Muslims have used the
literary and visual arts in all their richness and diversity to communicate religious
values. Each of the seven chapters opens a "door" that leads progressively closer
to the very heart of Islam, from the foundational revelation in the Qur'an to the
transcendent experience of the Sufi mystics. However, unlike most studies of
Islam, which see spirituality as the concern of a minority of mystical seekers,
Seven Doors demonstrates its central role in every aspect of the Islamic tradition.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"A comprehensive tour of the exuberant landscape of Muslim religious life, past and present. With an
impressive array of textual and visual works, Renard's kaleidoscopic survey sounds the death toll to the
longstanding misconception that Islam is a dry and mechanistic religion devoid of spirituality. This is the
best introductory book on Islam currently available."—Ahmet T. Karamustafa, Washington University

"Comprehensive and accessible, this book is a richly textured and wide-ranging introduction to Islamic
spirituality and a refreshing change from the obsession with current politics that characterizes most
approaches of Islam."—Carl W. Ernst, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

From the Back Cover
"A comprehensive tour of the exuberant landscape of Muslim religious life, past and present. With an
impressive array of textual and visual works, Renard's kaleidoscopic survey sounds the death toll to the
longstanding misconception that Islam is a dry and mechanistic religion devoid of spirituality. This is the
best introductory book on Islam currently available."--Ahmet T. Karamustafa, Washington University

"Comprehensive and accessible, this book is a richly textured and wide-ranging introduction to Islamic
spirituality and a refreshing change from the obsession with current politics that characterizes most
approaches of Islam."--Carl W. Ernst, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

About the Author

John Renard is the author of In the Footsteps of Muhammed: Understanding Islamic Experience (1992),
Islam and the Heroic Image: Themes in Literature and the Visual Arts (1993), and All the King's Falcons:
Rumi on Prophets and Revelation (1994). He is Professor of Theological Studies at St. Louis University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rodney Mitchell:

Here thing why that Seven Doors to Islam: Spirituality and the Religious Life of Muslims are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is
the content is as delightful as food or not. Seven Doors to Islam: Spirituality and the Religious Life of
Muslims giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is
no guide that similar with Seven Doors to Islam: Spirituality and the Religious Life of Muslims. It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or
even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book
maybe the form of Seven Doors to Islam: Spirituality and the Religious Life of Muslims in e-book can be
your alternative.



Austin Barnes:

Exactly why? Because this Seven Doors to Islam: Spirituality and the Religious Life of Muslims is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go
to the book store hurriedly.

Marie Walsh:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. Seven Doors to Islam: Spirituality and the Religious Life of Muslims can be
your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Darlene Lewis:

The book untitled Seven Doors to Islam: Spirituality and the Religious Life of Muslims contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.
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