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“Will shape our thinking about America and the Middle East for
years.” ?Christopher Dickey, Newsweek

Power, Faith, and Fantasytells the remarkable story of America's 230-year
relationship with the Middle East. Drawing on avast range of government
documents, personal correspondence, and the memoirs of merchants,
missionaries, and travelers, Michael B. Oren narrates the unknown story of how
the United States has interacted with this vibrant and turbulent region. 68 black-
and-white photographs, 4 maps
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Following up his acclaimed study of the Six-Day War, historian Oren analyzes Americas 200-plus-year
involvement in the Middle East, from battling Barbary pirates to toppling Saddam Hussein. Dietz, one of
AudioFile magazine's Best Voices of the Century, with ameasured, leisurely reading style, turns in another
solid performance. Dietz comes from the classic school of readers, sounding like an action movie-trailer
narrator in a more contemplative mood. His almost brusque masculine swagger is highly appropriate for
Oren'stale of American misadventure in the Middle East, compounded in equal parts of the three titular
components. Counterintuitively for so long an audiobook, Dietz's tortoise-like performance adds to, rather
than detracts from, Oren's prose, with Dietz's careful pace giving Oren's carefully researched tome an added
measure of dignified wisdom. Available as a Norton hardcover (Reviews, Nov. 20, 2006). (June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

This engrossing, informative, and frequently surprising survey of U.S. involvement in the Middle East over
the past 230 yearsis particularly timely. Oren, afrequent contributor to the New York Times, Wall Street
Journal, and New Republic, illustrates that American interests have frequently combined el ements of
romanticism, religious fervency, and hardheaded power palitics. In the early nineteenth century, President
Jefferson, perhaps acting against his own instincts to remain aloof from the affairs of the Old World, sent the
infant American navy to confront the Barbary pirates off the coast of North Africa. Like many of our future
endeavorsin the region, the results were a mixture of success, failure, and farce. Other episodes covered here
that are particularly interesting include previously obscure American efforts to locate the source of the Nile
and the efforts by American missionaries to convert vast numbers of Ottoman subjects. But Orenisat his
best when describing American involvement in the twentieth century asthe U.S. replaced Britain as the
dominant "imperial" power in the area. Appealing to both scholars and general readers. Jay Freeman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
When abrilliant, lucid historian such as Michael B. Oren . . . brings the past back to life. . . it is a shaft of
light in adark sky. --Robert Kagan"

Hugely ambitious, drawing on hundreds of original sourcesto create a finely balanced overview of this
enormously complex subject. --Max Rodenbeck™

Elegant and engaging.... Had George W. Bush been abled to read this magnificent book before he launched
Operation Iragi Freedom... he might well have realized just how dangerous it has been to shoot first and ask
guestions later in the Middle East over the past 200 years. --Douglas Little"

A tour deforce, brilliantly researched and written, and extremely interesting as well as informative. --Henry
Kissinger"

Michael Oren's deeply researched and brilliantly written history will be arevelation to you. --Niall Ferguson,
Harvard University, author of Colossus'

A landmark achievement. --Walter Russell Mead, Council on Foreign Relations'
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ismael Roop:

The book Power, Faith, and Fantasy: Americain the Middle East: 1776 to the Present gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Power, Faith, and Fantasy: Americain the Middle East: 1776 to the Present for being your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Power, Faith, and Fantasy:
Americain the Middle East: 1776 to the Present. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Efrain Floyd:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Power, Faith, and Fantasy:
Americain the Middle East: 1776 to the Present that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for al you who
want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Power, Faith, and Fantasy: Americain the Middle
East: 1776 to the Present become your starter.

Nancy Lord:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Power, Faith, and Fantasy: Americain the Middle
East: 1776 to the Present can give you alot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you
have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Power,
Faith, and Fantasy: Americain the Middle East: 1776 to the Present.

Gabriel Badger:

Y ou will get this Power, Faith, and Fantasy: Americain the Middle East: 1776 to the Present by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issueif you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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