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Ask anybody what superpower they wished to possess and odds are the answer
just might be "the ability to fly." What is it about soaring through the air held up
by the power of one's own body that has captivated humans for so long? David
Alexander examines the evolution of flight in the only four animals to have
evolved this ability: insects, pterosaurs, birds, and bats. With an accessible
writing style grounded in rigorous research, Alexander breaks new ground in a
field that has previously been confined to specialists. While birds have received
the mgjority of attention from flight researchers, Alexander pays equal attention
to all four groups of flyers-something that no other book on the subject has done
before now. In a streamlined and captivating way, David Alexander demonstrates
the links between the tiny 2-mm thrip and the enormous a batross with the 12 feet
wingspan used to cross oceans.

The book delvesinto the fossil record of flyers enough to satisfy the budding

pal eontologist, while also pleasing ornithol ogists and entomol ogists alike with its
treatment of animal behavior, flapping mechanisms, and wing-origin theory.
Alexander uses relatable examplesto draw in readers even without a natural
interest in birds, bees, and bats. He takes something that is so off-limits and
unfamiliar to humans-the act of flying-and putsit in the context of experiences
that many readers can relate to. Alexander guides readers through the anomalies
of the flying world: hovering hummingbirds, unexpected gliders (squirrels, for
instance), and the flyers that went extinct (pterosaurs). Alexander also delvesinto
wing-origin theory and explores whether birds entered the skies from the trees
down (as gliders) or from the ground up (as runners) and uses the latest fossil
evidence to present readers with an answer.
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Ask anybody what superpower they wished to possess and odds are the answer just might be "the ability to
fly." What isit about soaring through the air held up by the power of one's own body that has captivated
humans for so long? David Alexander examines the evolution of flight in the only four animals to have
evolved this ability: insects, pterosaurs, birds, and bats. With an accessible writing style grounded in rigorous
research, Alexander breaks new ground in afield that has previously been confined to specialists. While
birds have received the mgjority of attention from flight researchers, Alexander pays equal attention to all
four groups of flyers-something that no other book on the subject has done before now. In a streamlined and
captivating way, David Alexander demonstrates the links between the tiny 2-mm thrip and the enormous
albatross with the 12 feet wingspan used to cross oceans.

The book delves into the fossil record of flyers enough to satisfy the budding paleontologist, while also
pleasing ornithologists and entomologists alike with its treatment of animal behavior, flapping mechanisms,
and wing-origin theory. Alexander uses relatable examples to draw in readers even without a natural interest
in birds, bees, and bats. He takes something that is so off-limits and unfamiliar to humans-the act of flying-
and putsit in the context of experiences that many readers can relate to. Alexander guides readers through
the anomalies of the flying world: hovering hummingbirds, unexpected gliders (squirrels, for instance), and
the flyers that went extinct (pterosaurs). Alexander also delves into wing-origin theory and explores whether
birds entered the skies from the trees down (as gliders) or from the ground up (as runners) and uses the latest
fossil evidence to present readers with an answer.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jacqueline Kang:

The book On the Wing: Insects, Pterosaurs, Birds, Bats and the Evolution of Animal Flight make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a
book On the Wing: Insects, Pterosaurs, Birds, Bats and the Evolution of Animal Flight to become your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open and read a e-book On the Wing: Insects, Pterosaurs,
Birds, Bats and the Evolution of Animal Flight. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopediaor others. So, how do you think about this book?

Michael Milliner:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erawhich can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This On the Wing:
Insects, Pterosaurs, Birds, Bats and the Evolution of Animal Flight is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

David Eaton:

The actual book On the Wing: Insects, Pterosaurs, Birds, Bats and the Evolution of Animal Flight has alot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Kathryn Hill:

Reading a book being new life stylein thisyr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The On the Wing: Insects, Pterosaurs, Birds, Bats and the Evolution of Animal Flight will give you new



experience in examining a book.
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