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It’s Madness examines Korea’s years under Japanese colonialism, when mental
health first became defined as a medical and social problem. As in most Asian
countries, severe social ostracism, shame, and fear of jeopardizing marriage
prospects compelled most Korean families to conceal the mentally ill behind
closed doors. This book explores the impact of Chinese traditional medicine and
its holistic approach to treating mental disorders, the resilience of folk illnesses
as explanations for inappropriate and dangerous behaviors, the emergence of
clinical psychiatry as a discipline, and the competing models of care under the
Japanese colonial authorities and Western missionary doctors. Drawing upon
unpublished archival as well as printed sources, this is the first study to examine
the ways in which “madness” was understood, classified, and treated in
traditional Korea and the role of science in pathologizing and redefining mental
illness under Japanese colonial rule.
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doors. This book explores the impact of Chinese traditional medicine and its holistic approach to treating
mental disorders, the resilience of folk illnesses as explanations for inappropriate and dangerous behaviors,
the emergence of clinical psychiatry as a discipline, and the competing models of care under the Japanese
colonial authorities and Western missionary doctors. Drawing upon unpublished archival as well as printed
sources, this is the first study to examine the ways in which “madness” was understood, classified, and
treated in traditional Korea and the role of science in pathologizing and redefining mental illness under
Japanese colonial rule.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[Breaks] new ground... [Yoo has] offered readers an ambitious challenge: one directed to Korean studies,
but also one also carrying its implications far beyond."
(Cross-Currents)

From the Inside Flap

"How to categorize ‘normal behavior’ at a time of tumultuous social and economic change when everyone is
grappling with the questions of the modern in a colonial setting? This was the challenge confronting the
introduction of psychiatry in Korea in the first half of the twentieth century, the subject of Theodore Jun
Yoo’s sweeping and dramatic history of mental health. Yoo examines the criminalization and medicalization
of a wide array of behavior—whether sensational murder cases or mundane cases of marital discord—to
show how native beliefs and folklore practices mediated new social pathologies of abnormality. It’s
Madness recounts, colorfully and with flair, just how mad it really was." —Andre Schmid, author of Korea
Between Empires, 1895–1919

"Highly original. There has been increased interest in colonial and non-Western psychiatry in recent years,
and this book will be an important addition to the existing scholarship."—Andrew Scull, author of Madness
in Civilization: A Cultural History of Insanity, from the Bible to Freud, from the Madhouse to Modern
Medicine 

 

About the Author

Theodore Jun Yoo is Associate Professor of Korean Language and Literature at Yonsei University. He is
the author of The Politics of Gender in Colonial Korea: Education, Labor, and Health, 1910–1945.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Bergeron:

Here thing why this It's Madness: The Politics of Mental Health in Colonial Korea are different and reliable
to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. It's Madness: The Politics of Mental Health in Colonial Korea
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that
similar with It's Madness: The Politics of Mental Health in Colonial Korea. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can
be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of It's
Madness: The Politics of Mental Health in Colonial Korea in e-book can be your alternate.



Tony Jacobson:

The reason? Because this It's Madness: The Politics of Mental Health in Colonial Korea is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Paulette Wang:

Beside this kind of It's Madness: The Politics of Mental Health in Colonial Korea in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have It's Madness: The Politics of Mental Health in Colonial Korea
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you
seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Clara Radtke:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This It's Madness: The Politics of Mental Health in Colonial
Korea can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have It's Madness: The Politics of
Mental Health in Colonial Korea.
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