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Although there are over one billion Muslims in the world, and over ten million in
the West, most discussions of Islam are based on clichés or outright prejudice.
This lively and compelling book sets out to bridge the gulf of misunderstanding.
Islam, argues Akbar Ahmed, does not mean the subordination of women,
contempt for other religions, opposition to the modern world, or barbaric
punishments for petty crimes. One cannot fully come to terms with modern Islam
without understanding its sources and traditions.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Islam is the fastest-growing world religion, with over ten million Muslims in the West. As their number
increases, so do the misunderstandings and conflicts between Muslims and non-Muslims. Anthropologist
Ahmed accurately explains the conflicting cultural values and ignorance of East and West and does an
excellent job explaining the differences between the Shi'ite and Sunni branches of Islam, women in Islam,
and Muslim minorities. Unfortunately, owing to space constraints, Nigeria and Indonesia are not covered.
Ahmed is a visiting professor at Princeton and Harvard; his Discovering Islam: Making Sense of Muslim
History and Society (Routledge, 1989. reprint) was highly praised. An essentially identical hardcover version
of this book was published in the U.K. in 1993 under the title Living Islam: From Samarkand to Stornoway
(BBC). Highly recommended for all libraries as a companion to John Bowker's What Muslims Believe
(Element, 1999).AMichael W. Ellis, Ellenville P.L., NY
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

""Get a true picture of the religion distorted by Osama bin Laden in this Oprah recommended guide to the
Muslim world."" --Guardian

About the Author

Akbars Ahmed is fellow of Selwyn College, Cambridge, UK, and has been a visiting professor at Princeton
and Harvard Universities.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jules Thompson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Islam Today: A Short
Introduction to the Muslim World (Introductions to Religion). All type of book can you see on many options.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Mohammad Darling:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Islam Today: A Short Introduction to the
Muslim World (Introductions to Religion) was making you to know about other understanding and of course
you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Islam Today: A Short
Introduction to the Muslim World (Introductions to Religion) is not only giving you far more new



information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read
your book. Try to make relationship with the book Islam Today: A Short Introduction to the Muslim World
(Introductions to Religion). You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Danilo Ernest:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Islam Today: A Short
Introduction to the Muslim World (Introductions to Religion) book as nice and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Paul England:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Islam Today: A Short Introduction to the
Muslim World (Introductions to Religion) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism
Islam Today: A Short Introduction to the Muslim World (Introductions to Religion) as good book not simply
by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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