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Islam features widely in the news, often in its most militant versions, but few
people in the non-Muslim world really understand the nature of Islam.

Malise Ruthven's Very Short Introduction contains essential insights into issues
such aswhy Islam has such major divisions between movements such as the
Shi'ites, the Sunnis, and the Wahhabis, and the central importance of the Shar'ia
(Islamic law) in Islamic life. It also offers fresh perspectives on contemporary
guestions: Why isthe greatest 'Jihad’ (holy war) now against the enemies of
Islam, rather than the struggle against evil? Can women find fulfilment in Islamic
societies?

How must Islam adapt asit confronts the modern world?

In this new edition, Ruthven brings the text up-to-date by reflecting upon some of
the most significant changesin the Muslim world in recent years; from the
emergence of al-Qaeda and the attacks on New Y ork and Washington on 9/11
and the ensuing wars in Afghanistan and Irag, to the uprisings in the Middle East
and North Africa. Ruthven includes new materia surrounding the concept of a
globalized Idlam, bringing into question the effects of economic globalization,
the effect of international

eventsin Middle Eastern countries, the issues surrounding Islam and democracy,
and the reception and perception of Islam in the West.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titlesin almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Islam features widely in the news, often in its most militant versions, but few people in the non-Muslim
world really understand the nature of 1slam.

Malise Ruthven's Very Short Introduction contains essential insights into issues such as why Islam has such
major divisions between movements such as the Shi'ites, the Sunnis, and the Wahhabis, and the central
importance of the Shar'ia (Islamic law) in Islamic life. It also offers fresh perspectives on contemporary
guestions. Why is the greatest 'Jihad' (holy war) now against the enemies of Islam, rather than the struggle
against evil? Can women find fulfilment in Islamic societies?

How must Islam adapt as it confronts the modern world?

In this new edition, Ruthven brings the text up-to-date by reflecting upon some of the most significant
changesin the Muslim world in recent years; from the emergence of al-Qaeda and the attacks on New Y ork
and Washington on 9/11 and the ensuing wars in Afghanistan and Irag, to the uprisings in the Middle East
and North Africa. Ruthven includes new material surrounding the concept of a globalized Islam, bringing
into question the effects of economic globalization, the effect of international

eventsin Middle Eastern countries, the issues surrounding Islam and democracy, and the reception and
perception of 1slam in the West.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titlesin amost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in anew
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

Review
Review from previous edition: "very readable’

--RE Today 01/01/2002
"excellent little book"

--The Guardian 02/02/1998

About the Author

Malise Ruthven teaches at the University of Aberdeen in Scotland. He is the author of Islamin the World, a
highly acclaimed overview of Islamic faith and history, and his reviews, essays, and blogs appear regularly
in the New York Review of Books.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Williams;

The book Islam: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has alot of information on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy
to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Bobby House:

The book untitled Ilam: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) contain alot of information
on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all
the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author.
The author provides you in the new eraof literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Jacquelin Vasquez:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Issam: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can give you alot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get



success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Isam: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions).

Brian Rankins;

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know everything
werealy wish for. A book isagroup of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. Thisreserve Islam: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point
of abook, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike at this point, many waysto get
book that you wanted.
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