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This textbook, written by a dedicated and successful pedagogue who devel oped
the present undergraduate algebra course at Moscow State University, differsin
severa respects from other algebra textbooks available in English. The book
reflects the Soviet approach to teaching mathematics with its emphasis on
applications and problem-solving -- note that the mathematics department in
Moscow is called the I ~echanics-Mathematics' Faculty. In the first place,
Kostrikin's textbook motivates many of the algebraic concepts by practical
examples, for instance, the heated plate problem used to introduce linear
equations in Chapter 1. In the second place, there are alarge number of exercises,
so that the student can convert a vague passive understanding to active mastery
of the new ideas. Thes~ problems are intended to be challenging but doable by
the student; the harder ones have hints at the back of the book. This feature also
makes the book ideally suited for learning algebra on one's own outside of the
framework of an organized course. In the third place, the author treats material
which isusually not part of an elementary course but which is fundamental in
applications. Thus, Part |1 includes an introduction to the classical groups and to
representation theory. With many American colleges now trying to bring their
undergraduate mathematics curriculum closer to applications, it seems
worthwhile to translate Soviet textbooks which reflect their greater experiencein
this area of mathematical pedagogy.
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Thistextbook, written by a dedicated and successful pedagogue who devel oped the present undergraduate
algebra course at Moscow State University, differsin several respects from other algebra textbooks available
in English. The book reflects the Soviet approach to teaching mathematics with its emphasis on applications
and problem-solving -- note that the mathematics department in Moscow is called the |~echanics-
Mathematics' Faculty. In the first place, Kostrikin's textbook motivates many of the algebraic concepts by
practical examples, for instance, the heated plate problem used to introduce linear equations in Chapter 1. In
the second place, there are alarge number of exercises, so that the student can convert a vague passive
understanding to active mastery of the new ideas. Thes~ problems are intended to be challenging but doable
by the student; the harder ones have hints at the back of the book. This feature also makes the book ideally
suited for learning algebra on one's own outside of the framework of an organized course. In the third place,
the author treats material which is usually not part of an elementary course but which is fundamental in
applications. Thus, Part Il includes an introduction to the classical groups and to representation theory. With
many American colleges now trying to bring their undergraduate mathematics curriculum closer to
applications, it seems worthwhile to translate Soviet textbooks which reflect their greater experiencein this
area of mathematical pedagogy.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Russian (translation)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Katrina Roberts:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for awhileisreading. Sure,
by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Introduction to Algebra (Universitext)
book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Kim Romero:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people likeit. First reading areserve will give you alot of
new details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several waysto
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Introduction to Algebra (Universitext), you may tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading areserve.

Kathleen Jones:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Introduction to
Algebra (Universitext) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Introduction to Algebra (Universitext) become your
personal starter.



Jesus Geist:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Introduction to Algebra
(Universitext).
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